WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL

Washington Post
March 2022

Web Address: https://ofpanthers.com/schools/washington-middle-school

STEPHANIE S. LANDREMAN, PRINCIPAL

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
“Just tell yourself, Duckie, you’re really quite lucky!”
- Dr. Seuss, Did I Ever Tell You How Lucky You Are?
I was never much of a believer in luck. My thoughts about that
have changed as I get older. There is hardly a day that goes by
that I don’t feel lucky to be exactly where I am. How lucky I am to
be surrounded by great kids and a staff and community that
wants what is best for those great kids!
I challenge you this month to spend time together each day, as a
family, naming one thing that makes you feel lucky. It could be
on the way to school in the morning, at the dinner table, or as
you scramble to or from one of your many daily errands or
events. I believe the conversation will lead into discussing all the
things your family can be grateful for. Thankfully for us all, there
is always something to be grateful for.
For those days that this challenge feels a little more difficult than
others, Dr. Seuss has some advice, “You ought to be thankful a
whole heaping lot, for the places and people you’re lucky you’re
not!”
Wishing you a sham-rockin’ month!
Stephanie

JONATHAN M. DUNKS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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STEAM DAY

WMS ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

Washington Middle School students recently had the opportunity
to attend STEAM Day at the University of Wisconsin - Stevens
Point. STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics. The 29 boys and 43 girls
that attended listened to a keynote speaker with a career in a
STEAM field and also attended three STEAM classes on the UWSP
campus. It was a great chance for students to experience a little
"college life" and to learn more about science, technology,
engineering, art, and mathematics.
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INTERNATIONAL CLUB

International Club had a great time learning about Scotland!
We had fun imagining ourselves as "Braveheart" or Robert
the Bruce in a game of tug o' war. We also prepared Scotch
Eggs and enjoyed other treats directly from Scotland! We
even heard a little Scottish brogue from some. We'll be
traveling across the ocean for our next meeting on March 15
from 3:20-5:20. See you then!

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK - GET READY

Students planning to participate in track must have a current
physical card (green) and/or alternate year card (yellow) on
file in the office before the first practice. Please check with
Mrs. Meyers in the office to make sure your physical is up-todate.
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our February Artists of the Month! Student
Artwork consists of 8th Grade Ceramics, 7th Grade Metal Work,
7th Grade Printmaking, and 6th Grade Pastel Still Life Drawing.
The following artists have been selected as the 2022 February
Artists!
8th Grade Ceramists- Isaiah Radart, Mackenzie Lotto, Julia
Weiler, and Adyson Goddard
7th Grade Metal Artists- Rhiana Vandeyacht, Samual Schindler,
and Lucy Ripley
7th Grade Print Artists- Halle Loehlein, Norah Jahnke, and
Viviana Moua
6th Grade Pastel Artists- Rosemary Woeller, Analeigh Zaidel,
Brooke Fenlon, and Franklin Heimke

PRIDE CLASS FUN

Our first cribbage tournament team has won in Cribbers!
Congratulations to the following teams for making it to the
final bracket- The two teams are Rylan Macha and Abigail
Hendricks and Dylan Flynn and Lily Van De Ven. We are
excited to announce the winning team was Rylan Macha and
Abigail Hendricks. Congratulations!

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

The 2022 WMS Battle of the Books Team took the state level final
test on Monday, February 21st.
Pictured Left to right : Landon Delfosse, Kaydence Shallow, Emma
Meissner, Kaydence Ackerman, Evelyn Savage, Mrs. Stuiber
(Advisor)
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WRESTILING
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MARCH IS YOUTH ART MONTH

Celebrate March with Youth Art Month by viewing the fabulous
artwork created by the students of the Oconto Falls School District
at our public library! The public is invited to view the work of our
student artists from kindergarten through high school. It’s a
wonderful way to track their growth and development in the field of
visual arts. Students who have artwork on display from
Washington Middle School were Artists of the Month from March
2021 through March 2022.
The YAM Reception is March 10th, 5:30-7PM
The student art display will be at the public library throughout the
month of March.
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HARKE'S HAPPY CAFE

Recently, we decided to change the name of our classroom
business to School House Cafe. We celebrated this new name
with customized aprons and t-shirts for our staff! We also
recently held a fundraiser for Special Olympics and the Polar
Plunge. We made and sold walking taco lunches to the teachers
and staff at WMS. We were able to raise $162 with this
fundraiser! Great job to Mr. Mrozinski and Mrs. Harke as they
took part in the Polar Plunge on February 26.

PANTHER PEERS

Recently, a new group was formed at WMS - Panther Peers. The
goal of this group is to build positive social relationships and
provide students with a better understanding of working with
and accepting students with disabilities.
We are so excited to have had our first after-school event this
past month! Students met their peer buddies and took part in a
craft activity to learn more about each other. The ending result
was a beautiful friendship wheel that exemplifies how different
we all are, but how beautifully we come together in friendship! In
March, we will be meeting after school for some incredible
activities on March 3, 14, and 31st!

ABRAMS YOUTH BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

AYBA registration is currently open for the 2022 season.
Registration forms are available at www.aybabaseball.com, the
Abrams youth Basball/Sotfball group Facebook page, or in the
literature rack near the WMS main office. Registration deadline is
March 15th. If you have any questions, please contact Nick Berg
at 920-680-2407 or nickberg81@gmail.com
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SKIING FUN WITH ACES!

56 students had a great time skiing at Ski Brule on Friday, February 25! Whether it was their first time or if they have been out on the
slopes many times, a great time was had by all. The management at the hill told us that our students were extremely polite and well
behaved. Our students were seen stopping on the hills and helping little kids who were struggling or had fallen. We are so proud!

WASHINTON DC TRIP INFORMATIONAL MEETING

There will be an informational meeting for any students and
parents of current 7th graders that are interested in going to
Washington DC in June of 2023. The meeting will take place in the
cafeteria at Washington Middle School at 6:00pm on Thursday,
March 24. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Trochil
at elizabeth.trochil@of-ps.org or John Jahnke at john.jahnke@ofps.org.

8TH GRADE AWARDS CEREMONY

The 8th grade awards ceremony is scheduled for Thursday, June 2,
2022 at 8:30am. Family members are invited to attend this special
ceremony. Parents, please note: ALL past due fees and end-of-year
fines MUST be paid prior to the ceremony for an 8th grader to be
allowed to participate in the ceremony. This is important to avoid
bookkeeping issues when students enter high school. The ceremony
date is firm for JUNE 2 and will not change if the last day of school
were to be moved due to the make up of inclement weather days.

BUILDING TOUR OF WMS FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS WISCONSIN FORWARD EXAM
We will be providing a tour of Washington Middle School for any
community member interested in seeing the inside of the building on
Monday, March 28 from 6:00-7:30. Look for more information coming
from the district very soon!

Washington Middle School students will be taking the Wisconsin
Forward Exam on April 11, 12, 13. If you know that your child will
not be in school on part or all of any of those days, please contact
the WMS office as soon as possible.
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OPEN ENROLLMENT

The open enrollment regular application period for the 2022-23 school year is from February 7-April 29, 2022. The application period
closes at 4:00 p.m. on April 29, 2022. Late applications will not be accepted for any reason. Parents may apply online at
https://dpi.wi.gov/oe. For more information, click the following link: https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/open-enrollment/pdf/oebrochure-2022-23.pdf or contact Debbie Woods at (920) 848-4471 or debra.woods@of-ps.org.

RVA

If you are considering having you child(ren) attend Rural Virtual Academy for the 2022-2023 School year and want to assurance you will
be accepted, please apply now at https://ruralvirtual.org/student-enrollment-2. For more information, click on the following
link:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vv6S9FwpuEywkBAF7SknLRZU8H7dRXxk/view?usp=sharing or contact Debbie Woods at (920) 8484471 or debra.woods@of-ps.org.
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∗Career Day∗

WASHINGTON POST

Monday, April 4, 2022

After a two year hiatus, Washington Middle School happily announces the return of Career Day. In the past, we have
been fortunate to have many of our community members volunteer to introduce their career to our students, and
teach them their personal journey to success.
This year our special guest speaker is Mrs. Tasha Schuh. Mrs. Schuh lives in Wisconsin with her husband Doug. She
has received many awards, is a member of the National Speakers Association, and has authored two books. To learn
more about Mrs. Schuh, visit www.tashaschuch.com/about. We are thankful for our community volunteers that make
this special day possible.

Families can purchase the tickets online through Rev Trak - the same place you pay for lunch money. The tile is called PAC Ticket
Boxoffice. The fee for online purchases is $1 for the entire cart of purchases you make. The link is https://ofps.revtrak.net/
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The Safety Squad

WASHINGTON POST

Welcome to the March edition! Thanks for coming back. I had a request this month to discuss the dreaded topic of SEXTING. Typically
parents and students would rather talk about anything else, but it’s too important to ignore. I have dealt with this issue A LOT since
joining the WI ICAC (Internet Crimes Against Children) Task Force in 2014; more than I care to. The reality is that at least 50% of third
graders and older know that people send photos of their privates and they know the slang terms that those photos are called. Have
open discussions with your children about this and talk openly with them so that they feel comfortable telling you the truth without fear
of getting in trouble!
The harsh reality is that sexting, under the legal definition, is child pornography and could be charged as a crime under a number of
different state statutes. WI §948.10 states that the person requesting the nude photo can be charged with a misdemeanor if they are a
child or a felony if they are an adult that is four years older than the child.
It’s not just pictures that can be charged out - the flirty dirty talk can be as well. WI §948.11 forbids exposing a child to harmful material
or harmful descriptions or narrations. The statute covers an extensive and descriptive list that detail a number of different types of
conversations. Add the fact that many teens (and adults) lack appropriate filters nowadays and couple that with a societal push to
normalize early sexualization of children under the guise of sexual freedom and empowerment, and the result can be some very crude,
for mature audiences-only, style conversations/content.
WI §948.12 covers the possession of child pornography, which describes a person possessing sexually explicit media in which they know
or reasonably should know that the person depicted is not of the age of 18. This will be charged out as a felony.
So yes, your child can be charged with a felony for sexting with other teens. Many jurisdictions and courts have city ordinances that
cover sexting as a means of addressing this issue when juveniles are involved. Cases where officers choose to issue citations typically
result in a $300-500 fine and might include seizure of your child’s phone. That can get quite costly considering the cost of new iPhones
these days!
Children need to understand that when they send a photo, it is rarely just the person they sent it to that sees it. Please reinforce that
their value lies in far more than their sexualized nudity and that their decisions when using electronic devices could have life altering
consequences.
Start opening dialogue about sexting with your children now! The reality is that you, as the parent, are in a better place to monitor, teach,
and hold your kids accountable for their behaviors BEFORE it becomes a police problem. Demand their passwords. Monitor their devices.
Look at their phones at bedtime. Make them charge their phones at night in a central location (or your room!) where you can access the
device. Nothing good comes from students having their phones in their rooms all night. They talk to people they shouldn’t talk to, say
things they shouldn’t say, and devices distract them from getting adequate sleep they so desperately need. They are less likely to
engage in risky behaviors if they know you are watching and they might get caught. There’s an added benefit of avoiding a lot of
embarrassment if YOU can address them before I have to.
Jamie Kuhn
School Resource Officer

PAGE 10 STUDENT PAGE

WASHINGTON POST

8th grade ELA has been busy studying the Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. The students really enjoyed the story of Ponyboy
Curtis and Johnny Cage's struggles with being Greasers instead of Socs. Besides having classroom discussions and
chapter quizzes, they completed plot cubes and hung them from their classroom ceiling. Their final project was a Body
Bio chart of one of the main characters in the story.
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March
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Mrs. Jane Schneider - School Counselor
Family Activities and Ideas:
https://lifefamilyjoy.com/31-fun-things-march-family
Recess Fun:
Students had the opportunity to sign up to participate in recess fun during select days. February's activity was making cards for
Valentine’s Day for our local nursing home residents. Next month we will make St. Patrick’s Day cards. Students will need to listen
to announcements for further information.
Love and Logic Blog
Immediate Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior? https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/immediate-consequences-forinappropriate-behavior
How To Slay the Beast of Entitlement
https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/how-to-slay-the-beast-of-entitlement
Life Skills Classes:
The Coping Strategy that the students reviewed and practiced is the Journaling technique of writing 3 positive messages about
your day or what your looking forward to. This technique helps to build the habit of thinking more positive thoughts.
We started the Career Program “Xello” Students are to complete the 4 assessments: Matchmaker, Personality Style, Mission
Complete and Learning Style. Students will also independently building the “About Me” section. Students should be ready to
discuss their results of each assessment. Ask your child to show you their results! We will be working on the first lesson together
in each grade.
Wellness Coping Strategies:
OFSD Virtual Calming Room:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/home
OFSD Virtual Calming Room Resources and APPS:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/resources-and-apps
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"I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the
harder I work, the more luck I have."
- Thomas Jefferson

