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STEPHANIE S. LANDREMAN, PRINCIPAL

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

“What the new year brings to you will depend a great
deal on what you bring to the new year.”
-Vern McLellan
We would like to thank the board of education and the
school community for all the support you continue to
provide us in so many ways. With the support of early
release days, we are able to continue to review data to
drive our instruction to better meet the individual
needs of our students, professionally develop
ourselves in the area of assessment to modify
instructional strategies and improve learning
outcomes, and collaborate within our professional
learning community to maintain our focus on student
learning and increase student achievement. We
recognize the sacrifices that are made for us and the
support that is given to us and we appreciate it more
than we can express. Thanks for being on our team!

Happy New Year!
Stephanie

JONATHAN M. DUNKS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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PARAPROFESSIONAL APPRECIATION DAY

WMS will celebrate Paraprofessional Appreciation
Day on Wednesday, January 12, 2022. We’d like to
offer a special “Thank You” to Mrs. Blazek, Ms.
Norgelos, Ms. Olson, Ms. Rathsack, Mrs. Schindel,
Mrs. Schroeder, & Mrs. Starry. They are an integral
part of the “WMS Team”! Due to their dedication,
patience, and caring attitude, WMS is a better
place for kids. YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
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WMS ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

ARTIST OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our December Artists of the Month! Artwork
consists of 6th Grade Still Life Drawings, 7th Grade Printmaking, and
8th Grade Photography.
8th Grade Photographers- Eden Cole, Annabelle Doran, Sylvia Krause,
Elijah White, and Joslyn Pecha
7th Grade Printmakers- Kazlyn Graves, Keegan Shipla, and Nathaniel
White
6th Grade Drawing Artists-Mason Wellnitz, Lillian Mielke, Brenna
Belanger, and Asher Verhagen
The next Fresco Gecko Meeting is after school Thursday, January
27th. Students will be sculpting in clay and snow! We will be
creating poppies to enhance the courtyard this spring and
creating a snow sculpture outside Adam's street entrance. We
will glaze the poppies at our next meeting on February 24th and
begin planning our March Youth Art Month week!
The Art Room will be starting up Artsonia, an online art gallery
for students, with 3rd Quint Art Students. However, all past
students may access the gallery with the code below as well.
Artsonia offers students to see what other students are doing all
over the United States and allows extended family members to
view their artwork too. It's exciting for kids to share their work
with Grandparents and Aunts and Uncles who do not live close
by. Parents also have the option to have their child's work
printed on various items if they wish. Please login to the link:
https://www.artsonia.com/connect/WF6CX8C4
Students pictured are 6th Grade students learning how to use a
viewfinder. Viewfinders are small frames that help an artist crop
a scene to arrange a composition.
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INTERNATIONAL CLUB

In December, International Club had lots of fun breaking a pinata
as we discovered more about Mexico! Students created
luminaries to help celebrate the season. They were invited to sing
along to "Feliz Navidad" while they enjoyed some Mexican
Wedding Cakes (butter cookies) and tasty Taquitos! We will meet
again on Tuesday, January 18 from 3:20-5:20. The students will
enjoy discovering more about the land of Transylvania and other
regions.

WMS SPELLING BEE

Congratulations to our Grade Level Spelling Bee top spellers who have
made it to the WMS School wide Spelling Bee!! The WMS Spelling Bee
winners are:

6th Grade - Maxwell Adler, Neala Horkman, Kiera Konitzer,Anjil
Lockhart, Annabelle Maciejewski, Leo Mielke, Lillian Mielke, and Alexa
Samsa
7th Grade - Autumn Datema, Landon Delfosse, Emery Pagel, Daniella
Paluda, Logan Storms, Lucas Story, Elsie Trochil, and Riley Weigelt
8th Grade - Nicholas Blaser, Madisyn Duncan, Sylvia Krause, Joslyn
Pecha, Natalie Rieth, James Vandornick, and Julia Weiler.

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

Environmental Club has been working on several projects over
the past few months. During the warmer days, they’ve been
focusing on cleaning up the interior courtyard in hopes of
creating an outdoor space that students can utilize. In the spring,
progress will continue on that task. Presently, they are creating a
bulletin board that will be constantly updated with information
about our impact on our planet and possible ways we can help to
become “greener” citizens . They’ve also created Earth friendly
bird feeders to put around our school to help our feathered
friends throughout the winter months.
“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else
will save it.” ~Robert Swan
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The Safety Squad
January! We made it through 2020….2021….and we are head-on into 2022. Whew! For me, the month of January can be almost
more magical than December. It’s refreshing to think we can start anew; recreating ourselves, our goals, our daily routines. While
January is a season of reinvention and renewal, it is also Human Trafficking Awareness Month. This month, the good people who
fight against evil and work to combat/prevent sex and labor trafficking in North America, are out in full force striving to generate
awareness that will create a safer environment for all of our children/citizens.
Northeastern Wisconsin has a number of organizations and entities dedicated to fighting the injustices occurring in our area every
day as a result of Human Trafficking. In fact, Oconto County has an anti-trafficking advocate who works for Family Services of
Northeastern Wisconsin. I’m always asked, “Does it really happen here?” YES!! There were 38 VICTIMS of Human Trafficking within
our area alone that were served in 2021. There were over 1600 hotline calls, over 9000 calls for service (where services beyond
phone support were provided to victims), and over 1100 clients served just within our quad-county service area of Door, Brown,
Oconto, and Marinette Counties.
What can you do? Combatting Human Trafficking (both labor and sex trafficking) starts at HOME. Monitor who your kids are talking
to online. Don’t let them take their devices to bed with them where they can use them unobserved for hours at a time. Don’t just
drop them off at the mall with their friends and no adults to supervise from a distance. Malls are really popular places for sex
trafficking recruiters to meet and befriend their victims. Talk openly about the possibilities of Human Trafficking and how normal,
everyday kids like them can fall victim to traffickers. Let them know they can come to you without getting in trouble if they are
worried about something related to trafficking and need help. Almost every victim tells law enforcement that it got so bad for them
because they didn’t think they could tell an adult what was happening without getting in trouble for the decisions they made
leading up to being victimized.
I’ll close with a reading recommendation for awareness that I think would benefit both parents and children. One of my favorite
books to create awareness for teens and adults is the The Slave Across the Street by Theresa Flores. The author does a great job of
detailing how easily a straight A student/athlete from an upper-middle class family can fall victim to Human Trafficking. Read it
and decide if it’s something you think your child should read and then discuss it with them. Open lines of communication about the
matter might just save your kid from being victimized.

Jamie Kuhn
School Resource Officer

PAGE 05 COMMUNITY EVENTS & UPDATES

∗Career Day∗
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Monday, April 4, 2022

After a two year hiatus, Washington Middle School happily announces the return of Career Day. In the past, we have been
fortunate to have many of our community members that volunteer to introduce their career to our students, and teach them their
personal journey to success.
This year our special guest speaker is Mrs. Tasha Schuh. Mrs. Schuh lives in Wisconsin with her husband Doug. She has received
many awards, is a member of the National Speakers Association, and has authored two books. To learn more about Mrs. Schuh,
visit www.tashaschuch.com/about. Career Day will be held on Monday, April 4, 2022.
The ELA department will be offering all students the ability to participate in the Tundra Tales Reading Program. Attached is a letter to
all parents. A log sheet for the students will be handed out during ELA class. Students will have the opportunity to win a free ticket into
the Packer Hall of Fame! If enough students participate, WMS could win grant money towards new books for our classroom libraries!
If you have any questions, please contact our Tundra Tales Coordinator, Mrs. Schwantes at beverly.schwantes@of-ps.org.
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Student Council & FFA Food Drive
During the week of December 6-10, the Washington Middle School Student Council and FFA partnered together to organize and run
the Washington Middle School Food Drive to collect items to donate to the Kingdom Come Food Pantry. Members of both
organizations worked together to plan the drive, promote the drive, collect items, and organize the collected goods. Students of WMS
donated items such as canned goods, cleaning supplies, and toiletries. After all of the items were counted, students of WMS ended up
donating 618 items! Thank you to the WMS Student Council and FFA members for organizing such an amazing drive and thank you to
all of the students and families who donated items.

Scholastic Bookfair Success
Last month, our school library media center hosted a Scholastic Bookfair, and the sales were higher than ever, proving that WMS
students really like to read! The total sales amount was $4,796.00. This is over $1,500 more than the last fair that was held in 2019.
And, around $2,300.00 worth of books were given to teacher classrooms and the school library! We would like to thank Mrs. Stuiber
and Ms. Olson for the setup and running of the fair, and volunteers, Mrs. Meyers, Dr. Angus, Mrs. Jadin and Mrs. Nickels for their help
in running this year's book fair.
Pictured is Mrs. Stuiber and Ms. Olson and all the books that were obtained for WMS using Scholastic dollars from this year's fair.
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8th Grade High School Registration
8th Grade students are beginning the exciting process of preparing for high school! On Wednesday, January 12, the high school
principal and school counselors will be presenting an overview of high school during their social studies classes. Students will learn
about many aspects of high school and receive information about the registration process. Students will register for their
freshman classes on Thursday, January 20, when the high school counselors return to WMS to help the students register via
Skyward. Look for course information coming soon!

WMS BAND
We are so very lucky to be participating in the first M&O/Near North Honor Band project this year. Obviously, COVID put an end to
many of the performance opportunities that our band program is used to offering for our students. However, this year we are again
providing those opportunities as well as offering new ones, such as the honor band. The honor band is comprised of the top band
students from the area. They will meet in Gillett on January 29th to rehearse and perform a concert all in the same day. These
students have been nominated by their respective directors and then admitted through a selection process by the head of the
project. WMS is proud to have fifteen of our 7th and 8th grade students selected to be a part of the honor band. I am excited that
these students will have the chance to meet other students who thrive in music and to work collaboratively with music students
from other area schools. The WMS band students will gain a lot of experience and knowledge from this experience and the honor
band will gain fifteen fine young musicians from WMS.
Congratulations to: Natalie Rieth, Ashley Fenlon, Abigail Kuhn, Autumn Datema, Dakota Clark, Madisyn Duncan, Landon Delfosse,
Emily Elliott, Dawson Keller, Abigail Clausen, Katelyn Kurek, Megan Kesler, Lucy Ripley, Croix Gardebrecht, and Cason Weenig!
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DRESS FOR THE WEATHER

Students should be dressing for the weather. Unless the temperatures are extreme, lunch recess will be outside. Also, your child will
be safer (when properly dressed for the weather) if the school bus would have mechanical problems. Please see below regarding our
winter recess policy.

Winter Recess
January is traditionally the coldest month of the year, and so it is important that we all work together to ensure that our students are
properly dressed for the weather. While we will always make recess decisions with student safety as the top priority, it is also
important to understand that fresh air and physical activity are crucial to academic success for many students. We recommend the
following guidelines in an effort to ensure students remain comfortable at all times:
Please ensure all students wear a winter coat to school every day during the winter months.
A winter hat and gloves/mittens are highly recommended for all students who walk to school and should also be worn during
outdoor recess.
Proper cold weather footwear is extremely important during winter months. Please refrain from allowing students to attend
school in open-toe shoes during cold weather.
Note: Students who do not bring their coat will be required to stay inside in an alternate location.
At Washington Middle School our recess lasts for 20 minutes. We will hold recess indoors if the temperature and/or wind chill
combination drops to “0” or below.
If your child does not own a winter coat, hat, gloves/mittens, or other cold-weather apparel, please contact the school office at (920)
848-4463.
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The 6th Grade was working together with a few Minute to Win It games. It was a great way to end 2021 in
our classrooms.

Students shared some of their favorite memories of 2021.....
When I scored a 23 yard touchdown
making new friends in this school year
Some of my favorite memories of 2021 were when I got to visit with my great grandma who I don't get to see very often
In December when we went to room 808 to have hot cocoa
Going to Disney for the first time
Going to the fair and showing my pigs and cows
Hitting HOME RUNS!! in baseball 4 to be exact. My all time is 6
Going hunting with my dad in Montana and getting my first deer, I got a big doe
Visiting Utah over the summer, all 5 of the national parks, and also visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon
Traveling to Puerto Rico to see my grandparents
Something I would like to get better at in this new year is…
I want to get better at sports and opening my locker
Going to bed early
Making other peoples day great
I would like to be a faster pitcher in softball and a stronger spiker in volleyball
NOT being mean to my brothers
Getting all of my reading counts points
Archery
Roller Blading
Doing my school work
Playing the trombone
Water skiing on the lake
My handwriting

January

2022
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

ACES Ski Trip forms 2 Hour Early Release
& Money Due
for Students

9

10

11

16

17

Grade Girls
18 7th
Basketball @

7th Grade Girls
Basketball @
Little Chute 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @
Little Chute 5:15

Greenville 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @ HOME
W/Greenville 4:15
International Club
3:30-5:30pm

23

24

30

31

Wrestling @ Lena
4:15
Environmental
Club 3:30-5:30pm

Wrestling @
Peshtigo 4:15

25

7th Grade Girls
Basketball @
New London 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @
HOME W/ New
London 4:15

12

Paraprofessional
Appreciation
Day

19
2 Hour Early Release
for Students

26

7th Grade Girls
Basketball @
Seymour 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @
HOME
W/Seymour 4:15

7th Grade Girls
Basketball @ HOME W/
Clintonville 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @ Clintonville
4:15
Wrestling @ Luxemburg
- Casco 4:15

27

7th Grade Girls
Basketball @
Hortonville 4:15
8th Grade Girls
Basketball @ HOME
W/Hortonville 4:15
Fresco Geckos 3:305:30

NO SCHOOL - STAFF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

"There is only one way to succeed in
anything....and that is to give it everything."
-Vince Lombardi

