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STEPHANIE S. LANDREMAN, PRINCIPAL

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Greetings!

We are proud to emphasize that our students continue to “be
panthers” through their positive behaviors toward each other, the
many community outreach opportunities that they are
participating in during the holiday season, and the joy they bring
to us each day. We never lose sight of how lucky we are to be
surrounded by the magic of kids.
As you recall from the parent meetings at the start of the school
year, I made you aware that we would be conducting safety drills
throughout the year. I promised to communicate with you prior to
those occurring. It’s that time! We will be spending the month of
December digging further into our safety discussions and drills,
starting the first week of December. I will be sending home
detailed information about our approach to safety so that you are
able to speak with your children prior to and during the drills,
discussions, and education at school. Working together with you
on these sensitive and necessary topics is critical.
“The best gift is to realize what you already have.” I wish you and
your family peace, gratitude, joy, love, health, laughter, and a little
bit of magic during this holiday season. Take some time to enjoy
the memories you make and reminisce on the ones you have
made over the past year. It’s more about your presence than it is
about your presents.
Be well,
Stephanie

JONATHAN M. DUNKS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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WMS ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES
WASHINGTON POST
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
INTERNATIONAL CLUB
Congratulations to our 2021 November Artists of the
Month! Artwork consists of 8th grade Landscape
Acrylic Paintings and Foam Core Reliefs,
7th Grade Watercolor Animals, and 6th Grade Acrylic
Typography Paintings and Coil Ceramics.

8th Grade Painters- Jase Montie, Jaliah Fabriga, Emily
Elliott, and Isabella Alsteen
8th Grade Foam Core Sculptors- Elijah White, Cole
Judkins, Conner Stanek, and Cedric Cain
7th Grade Watercolor Painters- Josie Braund, Jacksyn
Montie, and Evelyn Savage
6th Grade Painters- Rylea Lealiou, Reese Paneitz,
Triston Miller, and Ryder VanHulle
6th Grade Ceramists- Caleb Dryja, Isabel Fefecki,
Sabrina Meyer and Monticello Benedetto
The Land Water Conservation Poster Contest is looking
for entries!!! Poster boards and information are
available in the art room. These entries are due by
Dec. 16th.
Fresco Geckos meet Tuesday, December 7th after
school in the art room. We will be creating birchwood
ornaments and enjoying some Christmas games.

IInternational Club had fun recently making game
pieces for our games as we learned more about Finland.
They also enjoyed some smoked fish, herring, rye
bread, and cinnamon rolls. We will meet on Tuesday
December 21 from 3:20-5:20. We'll take a whack at
some Christmas treats as we learn more about a
neighbor to the south!

STUDENT COUNCIL

We would like to thank EPAWS for providing food for the
Parent-teacher conferences. It was much appreciated,
and a nice thing for parents and students to have while
waiting for a meeting. Student Council had a cart to pass
them out and it allowed the members to help out with
the school in a way. The kids were grateful to have a
snack as well!

WMS SPELLING BEE

December 6th-10th students will be participating in a
classroom-level spelling bee.
To prepare for the classroom-level competition, your
child should study the 2022 School Spelling Bee Study
List they received in their English class. This link also
provides the study list for you.
LISThttps://spellingbee.com/sites/default/files/inlinefiles/450-2022_SLSL_Words.pdf
Winners from our classroom-level spelling bee will
participate in the WMS Spelling Bee and will take place
on January 10th, 2022, in the Washington Street gym,
time TBD.
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I am so proud to write this article regarding our winter
band concert on December 16th. This concert will include
all WMS band students and will be the first winter
concert since the winter of 2019.
The concert will be held at the Falls Area Performing Arts
Center at the Oconto Falls High School. It will begin at
6:30pm and all are welcome to attend.
. The band students should wear dress attire of their
choosing. Any color and style is fine as long as it is
school appropriate and professional, dress clothing.
The students should plan to be at the high school no
later than 6pm and must have all of their materials for
the concert. This will be such a fun night and I cannot
wait to see everyone there!

ROBOTICS CLUB

Washington Middle School will be starting our first ever
robotics club! We are looking for future innovators to
become dedicated members that will design, construct,
code, test, and adapt their robots to specific engineering
tasks. Students will be emailed a link to sign up for the
club. The deadline to sign up is Thursday, December 9.

WINTER SPORTS - GET READY

7th & 8th grade girls planning to participate in basketball
as well as 6th, 7th, & 8th graders interested in wrestling
must have a current physical card (green) and/or
alternate year card (yellow) on file in the office before
the first practice. Please check with Mrs. Meyers in the
office to make sure your physical is up-to-date.
Students, please watch your email! Mr. Dunks will be
sending out a Google form to sign-up if you are
interested in participating in winter sports.
Go Panthers!

WASHINGTON POST

WMS BASKETBALL & DANCE PHOTOS
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The Safety Squad

.

December is such a magical month of the year for most people! Unfortunately, for others, it can be a source of anxiety and
stress for a number of reasons. The reasons I want to focus on this month are the kind of anxiety and stress induced by
unwanted or illegal Internet content. First off, December is a month rife with SCAMS! Use caution when some desired toy or
that item you’ve been watching seems too good to be true; or, that particular puppy breed you’ve been searching for on
marketplace suddenly becomes available; or, a charity close to your heart but you’ve never heard of before asks for money!
You can find the Better Business Bureau’s list of ‘Naughty List: 12 Scams of Christmas’ on the www.bbb.org website.
How about people scamming YOUR KIDS?!?! (Insert audible gasp!) I’m not talking about them getting ripped by someone on
marketplace. I’m talking about adults scamming their personal information, trust, dignity, and self-respect. Holidays are
prime hunting seasons for online predators and anyone looking to exploit our children. The non-profit group, Common Sense
Media, reports that Tweens (8- to 12-year-olds) use an average of about six hours' worth of entertainment media daily. When
school is not in session, that number rises to NINE or more hours a day! That’s the average, folks. Some of our kids aren’t
using them much and some of our kids are spending all day and night on their devices, exposed to outside influences and
people they don’t really know. I found dozens of studies showing screen time for kids was up between 70-100% from 2019
when the pandemic hit. Do you know who your kids are talking to when they are on Christmas break and you’ve gone back to
work?
What can you do? Talk to your kids! Check their online social media accounts and see who they are talking to. If you don’t
recognize the name, do some digging! It’s your right to know who they talk to and your responsibility to keep them safe. If
they buck you on it, take the opportunity to explain you are concerned about the risks of online exploitation and know
predators use the holidays to groom their victims. Family dysfunction, lack of supervision, access to unlimited data, low selfesteem...all things that could lead teens to entrust strangers with their deepest secrets and most intimate content.
I encourage you to take this time to enjoy family and friends doing activities that are meaningful to you that don’t involve
electronics. If that doesn’t interest you, just please be aware that teens are social beings for the most part. If they aren’t
busy building a relationship with you, they are probably busy building one with someone else who may not want what is best
for them.
You can find more resources on how to protect your kids online this holiday season at
https://www.missingkids.org/blog/2020/child-online-safety or the Wisconsin Department of Justice PKO Podcast at
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/dci/icac/protect-kids-online-pko-podcast.
Wishing you all a safe and joyous holiday season!
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8th Grade Holiday Traditions

WASHINGTON POST

During this time of the year, it is good for all of us to take a closer look at some of the things that make the holidays meaningful. The 8th grade students were asked
about some of their favorite holiday things and we would like to take a moment to share some of those with you. It is nice to know that in this hectic time the things
that matter most are not really things.
When asked “What is one of your favorite traditions for the Holiday Season?” the overwhelming majority of responses were:
Making and decorating cookies with my family and friends
To decorate the Christmas tree with my grandma.
Spending time with my family/ seeing all my aunts, uncles, and cousins
Driving around to see all the Christmas lights
Doing things with my parents like hunting, snowmobiling, or playing games
We do puzzles together
Playing the Saran Wrap ball game with my family
My family has lefse for Christmas dinner.
Exchanging gifts (sometimes they are gag gifts and those can be really funny).
They were also asked, “What is something you would like your family to do over the Holidays?” Answers included:
All eat together.
Go to my grandma’s house
Go outside with me
Spend time together.
Watch Christmas movies
I would like us to decorate the house a lot this year.
Go up to our cabin to snowmobile.
Decorate the tree together
I would like my family to get along and make sure that we have a good holiday.
So, if you are looking for some ideas on movies to watch over the holidays, the 8th graders would like to share some of their favorite ones.
Home Alone
Elf
The Grinch
Polar Express
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
The Santa Clause
Finally, the class was asked if they had any advice for parents during this time of year. Their answers may surprise you once again as many of them gave comments
that remind us what is truly important.
Relax.
Take it all in.
Be happy and don’t worry about gifts too much.
We don't need a lot of presents we won't use, just one meaningful present is enough.
Try and spend more time with your kids.
Memories matter more than presents.
Don’t stress over the little things.
Don't worry about giving your kids good presents; give them a good day.
We’re kids and still like to have fun, so join us and be a kid again!
We hope you find some time this holiday season to gather your family together, bake some cookies, watch some movies, and just make some wonderful family memories together.
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Lillian Mielke, Rosemary Woller, Ellayna Skarban, Kaydence Harper, and Maci Gaertig made good use of their Gr 6,
Incentive time in Mrs. Rowland's room. The girls put together a bulletin board of some of their personal favorites
and popular genres of books. They even had a few working lunches. Thank you, girls, it looks amazing!

Harke's Happy Cafe

In November, student workers from Harke's Happy Cafe were able to take the money they have earned to go on
their first community outing. First, they went to Piggly Wiggly where they followed individual shopping lists to buy
items for their upcoming Life Skills Feast! After completing their grocery shopping, the students were able to take
their coffee business earnings to Burger King for lunch! Everyone had a blast and are very excited to continue with
these monthly outings! Harke's Happy Cafe would like to thank everyone for their support so far this year!
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OFHS CHOIRS PRESENT HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS XIV ON DECEMBER 4
The Oconto Falls High School Choirs will be presenting HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS XIV on Saturday, December 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Falls Area Performing Arts Center. Pre-concert music will begin at 6:10 p.m. in the Commons Area. The concert will feature the
Chamber Singers, Cantabile, Chorale, Concert Choir, and the Vocal Jazz Ensemble.
This year’s performances will include many holiday classics, including Angels We Have Heard On High and Hark the Herald Angels
Sing and feature many outstanding soloists on other traditional favorites! The concert will also showcase the talents of the Vocal Jazz
Ensemble singing Cool Yule and a delightful arrangement of The Twelve Days of Christmas, as well as the four Choirs - Chamber
Singers, Cantabile, Chorale, and Concert Choir sharing many children’s favorites, including Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer, We Are Santa’s Elves, Here Comes Suzy Snowflake, Let it Go!, Do You Want to Build A Snowman, and Where Are You
Christmas. The concert will conclude with the beautiful traditional Candlelight Processional, featuring O Holy Night, Silent Night in
English and German, Away In A Manger featuring the Senior Class of 2022, and Joy to the World with sign language. Community
members and alumni will again be asked to join the OFHS Choirs for the finale selection Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah.
The concert is free and everyone is encouraged to attend this wonderful evening of holiday music as we celebrate being back on
stage in the Falls Area Performing Arts Center!

The 6th grade PASS classes worked together to design and create a classroom door decoration within the
theme of "Oh, Christmas Tree." The students demonstrated teamwork, leadership skills, and creativity
during this activity. If you visit WMS, check out our awesome doors!
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December
Family Holiday Activities and Ideas:
https://www.countryliving.com/entertaining/g2801/christmas-bucket-list/
https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/christmas-activities-traditions/12-days-fun-cheap-christmasactivities-families
Recess Fun:
Students will have the opportunity to sign up to participate in Recess Fun in Rm. 808. This month’s activity
will be Christmas Card making for our local Nursing Home Residents. Students will need to listen to
announcements for further information.
Love and Logic Blog
The Importance of Patience in Stressful Times https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/theimportance-of-patience-in-stressful-times
Sibling Rivalry https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/sibling-rivalry-a-happier-mom

Life Skills Classes:
The Coping Strategy that the students reviewed and practiced is “Sensory Grounding” technique:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30VMIEmA114&t=92s
We started the Career Program “Xello” Students are to complete the 4 assessments: Matchmaker,
Personality Style, Mission Complete and Learning Style. Students should be ready to discuss their results of
each assessment. Ask your child to show you their results!
Wellness Coping Strategies:

OFSD Virtual Calming Room:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/home
OFSD Virtual Calming Room Resources and APPS:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/resources-and-apps
Mrs. Jane Schneider - Washington Middle School Counselor

December 2021
1

2 Hour Early Release
for Students

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

Student Council 3:30-5:30
EPAWS 5:30-6:30 WMS
IMC
7th Grade Boys Basketball
@ New London 4:15
8th Grade Boys Basketball
@ HOME W/ New London
4:15
ALICE Lessons

Environmental
Club 3:30-5:30pm.

26

27

2

3

No School

EPAWS 5:30-6:30
WMS IMC

PRIDE Desciptions
Go Home
Fresco Geckos 3:305:30pm
ALICE Lessons

Last Day of
Quint 2
FFA Meeting
3:30-5:30

8

15

ALICE Lessons

2

9

16

23

International Club
3:30-5:30pm

No School

PRIDE Sign Up
ALICE Drill

First Day of Quint 3 Winter Band Concert
2 Hour Early
6:30pm High School
Release for
PAC
Students

22

28

7th Grade
Basketball @
Seymour 4:15
8th Grade
Basketball @
HOME W/Seymour
4:15pm

3

10

No School

30

No School

Pantherettes
Dance Clinic
6:30pm

11

Middle School
Dance @ Little
Chute

17

18

24

25

Report Cards Posted In
Skyward

No School

No School

29

ACES Bowling
3:30-6:30

4

31

No School

1

"The new year stands before us, like a chapter
in a book, waiting to be written. We can help
write that story by setting goals"
-Anonymous

