ANTHER
Oconto Falls School District Community Newsletter

Destination
Education
A Roadmap to Excellence
5 Key Interests
Provide diverse and flexible
learning opportunities with
a focus on real life practical applications that
enable students to individualize their learning plan.
Create and sustain school/
community partnerships
that focus on common
goals and increase
learning opportunities/
resources for students.
Provide students with 21st
Century learning
opportunities and
applications that address
their future life skill needs.
Recruit, develop, and retain
high quality, innovative,
and creative staff that will
lead and support positive
change and growth.
Update technology
infrastructure and expand
classroom technology
integration processes to
better support teachers in
their goal of maximizing
learning for all students.
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Your Support is Making a Diﬀerence
To Residents of the Oconto Falls School District,
On behalf of the school district, I extend our gratitude for your support in
passing the operational referendum. Together, we created a shared vision and
continue to build a solid foundation for our future. Thank you for entrusting us
with the resources we need to maintain our operations in areas such as
technology, transportation, curriculum, deferred maintenance, and improved
student learning.
When you drive past our schools, you can
see some of the recent updates, like new
shingles on the high school roof,
playground equipment at Oconto Falls
Elementary School, plus curb, gutter,
sidewalks, windows and doors. Driving
down the road, you might see our two new
school buses, micro bus, and two vans.
When you attend a concert at the
Performing Arts Center, you may notice
the improved sound and light quality,
stage floor and curtain.
Inside our buildings, the elementary
High school students Owen Heinke, Tanner Wos
and
Brady Heinke watch as Tyler Aprill operates
schools have a new math curriculum and
the new Computer Numerical Control (CNC) mill,
laptops for teachers. The middle school
comparable to those in the workforce. The CNC
mill is one example of how the community’s
has new Chromebooks and electronic
support is providing 21st Century learning
blackboards. The high school tech ed
opportunities that address students’ life skill needs.
department has a new vertical Computer
Numerical Control (CNC) mill, comparable to those in the workforce.
Districtwide, we installed wireless access points for the multitude of technology
devices that contribute to student learning. Now it’s
easier than ever for teachers, parents, and students to
share links and documents.

Dean Hess, Superintendent

These are just a few of the significant improvements
that would be out of reach without community
support. Once again, thank you for supporting our
school district and for taking an active role in our
school community.
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
Oconto Falls
Elementary School

Lessons in Digital Citizenship

Abrams

Elementary School

Free Grab & Go Breakfast

The school district and the
federal government offer
a free breakfast program
to all students. Students
come to school a few
minutes early so they can
enjoy a quick breakfast.
Making sure students are
fueled and ready to learn
is a goal of our school
and district.

Information Technology Literacy teacher Christian
Hellermann teaches third graders in Ms. Samantha
Walvort’s Class about digital citizenship. These lessons
provide tools to students to successfully navigate
technology and the World Wide Web. Mr. Hellermann is
using the new Clevertouch board to wirelessly share his
videos and presentations with the students.

Going Above & Beyond
Being referred to the principal’s office took on a new
meaning at Oconto Falls Elementary School this year. The
Positive Office Referral program recognizes students who
go above and beyond in a variety of ways to help others.
Staff members nominate students for the honor, and the
students are then recognized in front of their class.

Three of September’s Positive Office Referrals are Ireland Hermann and
Kade Exferd, first grade, and Nyah Gardebrecht, fifth grade.

Levi Gumm picks up a grab-and-go
breakfast from Margaret Hundsrucker.

Time for
Team Building

During back-to-school
in-service days, the Abrams
staff prepared their classrooms
and participated in
team-building activities. In this
STEAM (Science Technology
Abrams staff, clockwise from left,
Engineering Art and
are Brian Pederson, Heather
Skarban,
Megan Behling, Danielle
Mathematics) challenge, they
Baade, and Jesse Baumgart.
built a structure that could hold
a marshmallow on top. Teams competed to see whose
structure was the tallest.

Learning & Playing
In-Person
Abrams students are learning
and playing in-person this
fall. Students enjoy outdoor
activities like kickball, swings,
large bowling, and Four
Square. Fresh air and
movement are keys for them
to be in class ready to learn.

Evangelenaeh Notz and Hailey
Fenlon play Connect 4 at recess on
a giant game board.
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PROUD TO BE A PANTHER
Washington

Oconto Falls

Learning Leadership in the Outdoors

Real Life Application

Middle School

Washington Middle School's 6th and 7th grade classes had
the opportunity to experience Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya's Outdoor
Environmental Education Program this fall. The purpose of
the experience is to instill leadership and team-building
development through adventure and group problem-solving,
then reflect upon how the activity relates to their lives. The
activities focus on building cultural awareness, respectful
communication, group development, and appreciation of
nature. Students and staff had a great day!

Tech Ed

Student Projects
Left - Students enjoy creating
and building many different
projects during their years in
the tech ed program.

High School

Eric Rivera, left, a trainer with Technology Resource Advisors,
trains students Antonio Impastato, center, and Ethan Smrcina for
the Chrome Support Squad.

Fall 2021 marks the inaugural year of the Chrome Support
Squad, comprised of four students who work three days a
week diagnosing and repairing the district’s fleet of
Chromebooks. Members of the squad are Antonio Impastato,
Ethan Smrcina, Jesse Pumplin, and Brandon Kernan. The
program focuses on real life practical applications and
enables students to individualize their learning plan.

Athletes
in Action

All of the fall sports are underway and
back to pre-Covid admissions and
participation. Congratulations go to
football head coach Nick Bohl who
was named Packers Coach of the
Week in September. Way to go!

Under
Construction
Right - The Washington Middle
School tech ed department
designed 3-D clamps for the
drill press. This allows students
with disabilities or students who
have an initial fear of a
machine to operate it with ease.
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Upcoming Events
Nov. 4-7 OFHS Musical, “Cinderella”
Nov. 11 OFHS Veterans Day
Program
Nov. 11 OFES & Abrams
Veterans Day Concert
Nov. 12 OFHS One Act Play
Nov. 18 WMS Choral Concert
Nov. 24-26 Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 4 OFHS Choral Concert
Dec. 13 School Board Meeting
Dec. 17 Abrams Holiday Concert

We Extend a

Oconto Falls Public School District
200 N. Farm Road
Oconto Falls, WI 54154

Attention Non-Residents of the Oconto Falls Public School District
This newsletter is provided to all residents of the Oconto Falls Public School District. The most affordable process to circulate this
newsletter throughout the district is to use saturation mailing. It is costly to avoid non-residents from receiving our newsletter. We
apologize for your inconvenience but wish to provide important information to all residents. Thank you.

Become a Substitute Teacher or Aide

Make a difference one school day at a time. Great substitute teacher and
paraprofessional opportunities are available.
To be a substitute teacher, you need an associate or bachelor degree in
any content area, substitute training, and a substitute teaching license. To
be a substitute paraprofessional, you need a high school or equivalent
degree. The district will reimburse you for your training and license after
subbing 10 days.

Apply today at www.teachersoncall.com/talent/apply-now. Questions?
Contact Debbie Woods (920) 848-4471 or debra.woods@of-ps.org.

to Our

Warm Welcome New Staff

Rebecca Angus

Heather Bilda

Tricia Bort

Ellen De Hut

Emily De Hut

MS Instructional Coach - WMS

Special Ed - OFHS

1st Grade - Abrams

5th Grade - OFES

ELA - OFHS

Abbygaile Jadin

Heather Kangas

Josh Hames

Lisa Hencsik

Technology - Districtwide

Elementary/Principal - OFES

Music/Choir - OFES/WMS Director of Teaching & Learning - Districtwide

Carrie Koenen

Dewey Krueger

4th Grade - Abrams

Special Ed - OFHS

Ashley Maederer

Sara Murphy

Brian Pederson

Lauren Seidl

Delaney Splittgerber

Jessica Stephani

ELA - WMS

Reading Intervention - Abrams

3rd Grade - Abrams

Band - OFHS

5K - Abrams

Spanish - OFHS/WMS

Rachel Syring

Mitchell Tenpas

Keith VanDen Heuvel

Trevor Van Laanen

Mariah Weibel

Allison Wuensch

4th Grade - OFES

Social Studies - OFHS

Math - OFHS

5th Grade - OFES

Science - OFHS

1st Grade - OFES
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