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STEPHANIE S. LANDREMAN, PRINCIPAL

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Greetings!

Reflecting back on the first month of school, it
is hard to believe that we are entering the
last. I feel proud to think of the obstacles and
challenges we all have faced and overcome
together. I feel excited to think of what is to
come before we say goodbye for summer.
Dances, graduation, walks, concerts, time
outdoors, and the reboot of PRIDE courses
makes this spring feel there is more rebirth
than the usual. Please continue to look for
additional information coming on events and
activities to come. Join us in spending the
next month not only continuing the hard work
we have been doing in regards to teaching
and learning, but also in celebrating the year’s
successes.
Happy May!
Ms. Landreman

ANTHONY J. LOGUE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

INTERNATIONAL CLUB

SOLO AND ENSEMBLE

ENCORE DRESS UP WEEK

The next Environmental Club meeting will be held after school on
May 13th. We will be focusing on working on the gardens around
Washington Middle School. We will be receiving a special treat for
our efforts from Mrs. Starry. Thank you Mrs. Starry!
The following students won the Environmental Poster contest:
6th grade
1st Abby Kuhn
2nd Lucy Maederer
3rd Evelyn Savage
Ms. Angus' room
1st Sam Sohr
2nd Axl Behnke
3rd Kalli Schindel
8th grade
1st Lizzy Radtke
2nd Alexis Gilbert
3rd Jayden Dobizl
Posters are on display next to the band room. Great job everyone!

Several students represented our middle school
choir by participating in the WSMA District Solo
and Ensemble Festival. The event was held
virtually this year. Students spent weeks
preparing solo pieces and duets, which were
then recorded and submitted to a judge for
evaluation. Congratulations to the following
singers for their hard work!
8th grade: Abigail Budz, Neela Cherry, Addison
Santee, Jessica Wolford, Amber Otto, Miranda
Metzler, Gracie Hanna
7th grade: Elly Barbin, Anna Burd, Nicholas
Blaser, Lucy Krause, Olivia Strock

International Club had a great time on April
20th! We watched some exciting surfing,
played a little soccer, and sampled some
smoked octopus! We learned more about
Portugal! We have enjoyed discovering
many countries this year including: Ireland,
Venezuela, an Austrian Christmas Market,
Italy, Australia, and Ethiopia. Our final
meeting for this school year will be on
Tuesday, May 4 from 3:20-5:20. We will be
discovering the USA! Each student will be
presenting a region of the United States and
we'll have some all American snacks!

During the week of May 3-7, WMS will be
"Celebrating the Encores." We will be
celebrating 2 different Encore classes each day.
Those who chose to participate will dress to
represent one (or both) of those Encore topics.
For example, Friday will be "Fitness Friday:
Celebrating Health and Physical Education."
Students might choose to dress in active wear
(just like Mr. Trochil does) or maybe wear a pair
of scrubs to represent health. Students will also
be learning about different Encore related
careers during PASS class each day.
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MESSAGE FROM THE LIBRARY

It has been a very crazy year for libraries with
the many COVID precautions and not being able
to see our students in the school libraries. We
have had success though in getting materials
out to our students using the online library
catalog for choosing items. We want to thank
everyone for adjusting to this new arrangement
and for returning materials in a timely manner.
To assist families in knowing what students
have checked out, we will be starting to send
out weekly notices to parents and guardians
through email. These emails will have the cost
of items in case any payments need to be made
for materials not returned at the end of the
school year. The date to return all materials is
May 21st. And, if your child is missing items and
a financial hardship exists, please contact me at:
penelope.stuiber@of-ps.org or contact your
school library during school hours.
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WMS CHOIR SPRING CONCERT

We are so excited to announce that the choir
will be presenting a spring concert this year.
The concert's theme is "Sweet Freedom's
Song" and will feature a variety of patriotic
tunes, folk songs, and other classic favorites.
The date of the concert is Tuesday, May 18th,
6:30pm at the Falls Area PAC. Each student
will be allowed two spectators.

ART UPDATES

Congratulations to our April Artists of the Month.
Artwork consists of photography, Watercolor,
Sculpture, Acrylic Painting, and Ceramics.
8th Grade Photographers
Dayona Konstanski, Andrew Derouin, and Griffin
Kopke

And, just a reminder...all of the ebooks and
audiobooks that students have been able to 7th Grade Watercolor Artists
access during the school year are STILL available Ava Wold, Taylor Rosina, Julia Weiler, and Paris Welte
for use using their same school login from
6th Grade Painters & Ceramists
Classlink using a personal device.

Kara Saari, Trenton Sutrick, Evelyn Savage, Dominick
Sauerhage, Keiji Cobb, Kelly Vasquez, Addison Healy,
and Rhiana Vandeyacht

.
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8TH GRADE AWARDS CEREMONY - JUNE 3RD
The 8th grade awards ceremony is scheduled for Thursday, June 3, 8:30-9:30 a.m. and will be held in
the Oconto Falls High School Fieldhouse. 2 spectators are allowed per family. The event will be
livestreamed. Masks will be required. Parents are welcome to take their 8th grader home after the
ceremony but must sign them out at the HS. Parents, please note: All fees (book deposit, library
fines, and projects) & end-of-the year fines must be paid before an 8th grader will be allowed to
participate in the awards ceremony. This policy was implemented to avoid bookkeeping issues when
students register for high school in August. We appreciate your support in this matter. The date for
the Awards Ceremony is firm for June 3. Please watch for additional information in the days to come!

MEMORIAL WEEKEND ADVANCE CARNIVAL WRISTBANDS
SATURDAY, MAY 29TH 12-4 PM OR SUNDAY, MAY 30TH FROM 12-4 PM OR 6-10PM
The Oconto Falls Sno Jokers Snowmobile Club is selling Advance Carnival Wristbands for Memorial
Weekend Celebration. The wristbands are good for either Saturday from 12:00 PM-4:00 PM or
Sunday from 12:00 PM-4:00 PM or Sunday from 6:00 PM-10:00 PM. Students can purchase
wristbands in the WMS office. Please indicate the student name and number of wristbands to be
purchased. Costs of the wristbands are $17 each (Checks payable to Oconto Falls Sno Jokers). The
office will return the ticket to your child at school. Other places you can pick up your wristband
tickets are: Witt’s Piggly Wiggly, United True Value Hardware, Mercier’s Fastop, Riverview BP, NEW
Credit Union, Antique Bar, and The Penguin Again. Deadline to order them through Mrs. Otto is
Thursday, May 27th.
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Words of Wisdom from the 8th grade students.

With only about 6 weeks of school left in their time at Washington Middle School, the students in 8th grade
would like to share some of their wisdom they have gained over their time at WMS. Here are their Top 10
“Words of Wisdom” for underclassmen and parents:

Top 10 “Words of Wisdom” to Underclassmen:

1. “Do your work, and don’t slack off.”
2. “Get all your work in. Slacking off never ends well, and I speak from experience. When you fall behind, it's
difficult to catch up on time. Don't be dumb with the teachers either, it gets annoying after a while, even if it's
even the slightest bit funny. Pay attention, especially in math, and even more especially if you are going into
advanced math. It gets confusing sometimes. To sum it up, get your stuff done, pay attention, and stay on the
teachers' good sides.”
3. “Stay on top of your work. It can be very stressful when you have a bunch of missing assignments.”
4. “Always try your best no matter what. Believe in yourself and you can accomplish whatever you want. Make
sure to get good friends that will push you to do your best.”
5. “I would say to be a part of sports or clubs that may sound like they might sound fun to you. They are where
you make friends. 8th grade is when you can also decide what you may want to be a part of in high school.”
6. “Things may pile up on you and you might feel you won't get anything done. But if you have a positive attitude
and you don't give up you will get through it.”
7. “I would give them the advice to be nice to everyone. Also you can hang out with and talk to kids that are not
your best friends. You might be surprised with what you learn about people.”
8. “Don't stay sucked into your electronics. Try to take 1-3 days a week without your phone. It has helped me to
spend time with family whenever I don't have school and homework.”
9. “Always try to do your best even if it seems like it's not the best to everyone else.”
10. “ Don't take middle school like a joke. You learn so many new things and you have so many great memories.”
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Top 10 “ Words of Wisdom” for Parents of underclassmen:

1. “Check on your kids grades and missing assignments and don't let them pile up.”
2. “Make sure kids are doing their work and not playing games or screwing around.”
3. “Be open minded. I cannot stress that enough. There are nights I feel I could conquer the world, and there are nights I
just want to lay on the couch. There are nights I feel like talking and nights I don't want to say a word. Be open minded
to how your child feels because middle school is stressful. There are a lot of mixed emotions, and as a parent, just
listen!”
4. “I would tell them that they just need to be there for their kid. If they tell you something don't freak out and yell at
them. Your kid needs someone to talk to about it, not lecture them.”
5. “Check in on your kid often, they get things bottled up in them and have no one to talk to.”
6. “Just see if they can do it on their own and if they need help, help them.”
7. “If your kid is struggling, just listen to them. If they ask for your input on something, motivate them. Just be there for
them when they need you.”
8. “Yes, your kids will sometimes come home complaining, but just give them advice and let them grow. Don't push them
too hard, just hard enough.”
9. “Make sure they charge their Chromebook.”
10. “You need to help your child if they need it. Just when you're helping them on an assignment don't make them change
all the hard work they have already put into their assignment.”

What We’re hoping for in the future

As their final days in 8th grade approach, the 8th grade students were asked what they were most looking forward to in
High School.
1. “One thing I'm looking forward to most in high school is definitely the student sections at sport events. They're always
super hyped up and I can't wait to be in an atmosphere like that.”
2. “The teachers and the classes. I can't wait for world history and astronomy”
3. “More freedom and doing classes that I want to take. Also just having a good time and getting my drivers license.”
4. “What I am looking forward to most in high school is the tech ed classes.”
5. “Something I am looking forward to in high school is being able to be free and have more options for classes I want.”
6. “I am looking forward to playing sports with the upperclassmen and being in school with my older friends.”
7. “I'm looking forward to being on the high school dance team, having our phones in class, bigger school, bigger lockers,
classes with upperclassmen, homecoming, prom, musicals, choir concerts, pep band. I have a feeling that I'll like high
school way better than the other schools, it'll be a better experience.”
8. “Being independent”
9. “ Getting a job.”
10. “I am looking forward to math class in high school. I have always enjoyed working on math because it challenges my
brain..”
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OFSD Library Take Home
Summer Reading Program

We are VERY excited to announce 2 brand new SUMMER reading opportunities for WMS
students!
We are going to allow students who are interested in getting in some extra reading this
summer and who may not have access to our Community library the opportunity to check
out up to 3 books over the summer.
We are also offering packets of pre-selected leveled reading materials for students who
may need that extra push to maintain or build reading skills.
Each pack will contain at least 5 paperback books with a mixture of non-fiction and
fiction, think sheets for each book, a reading journal and even a postcard for students
to send to let us know how they are doing.
Families can use the packs as they want! Nothing will be graded! However, we
encourage everyone to take advantage of these resources because talking about what
we read is not only fun but educational!
We even plan to have some FUN incentives included in the program with small prizes at
the end. Our goal is to encourage summer reading!
In order to take part in the VOLUNTARY Take Home Summer Reading Pack program, we need to
know as soon as possible how many families are interested so we can assemble the appropriate
number of packs.
If you would like your child to participate in the Take Home Pack Summer Reading Pack program,
please sign and return the bottom part of the sign-up sheet that will be sent home during the
first week of May to your child’s ELA teacher by Friday, May 7th.
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Love and Logic Blogs:
Listening Means Love
https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/listening-means-love
Life Skills Classes:
Grade 6 - Healthy Relationships
Grade 7 and 8 - Sexual Harassment Prevention Presentation by OFSD Resource Officer Jamie Kuhn
and Family Services Youth Advocate Christy Groll
Academic and Career Planning:
All of the students have been completing the assessments, lessons and adding to their Career
Portfolio in their Xello Career Program. Ask your child to show you 3 of the Careers that they saved
in their program.
7 Habits of Highly Successful Teens:
Habit 5: Seek first to understand, then to be understood: Parents and students, check out page 7H12 in your agendas together! How well are you using your eyes, ears and heart to understand
others? We have started focusing on the very important life skill of developing healthy
relationships; whether it is friendships, family, classmates and/or co-workers. Healthy
relationships can be supportive coping resources and unhealthy relationships can be the sources
of stress in our lives. Using Habit 5 will help to develop and maintain healthy relationships!
Wellness Coping Strategies:
OFSD Virtual Calming Room:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/home
OFSD Virtual Calming Room Resources and APPS:
https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/resources-and-apps

May 2021
1
May Day

2

Teacher
Appreciation
Week
Encore Dress
Up Week

9

3

23

5

6

7

Trades Tuesday

Cinco de Mayo!

Team shirt Thursday

Fitness Friday

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

21

22

Spring Choral
Concert
HS PAC 6:30 p.m.

No School:
Professional
Development

20

25

26

27

28

29

International Club
Room 808 3:205:20 p.m.

10

Mother's Day

16

4

Track Meet @
Little Chute
H.S. 4:15 p.m.
EPAWS 5:30pm
Music Monday

17

24

FFA Meeting
Ag. Rm.
3:20-5:00pm

2 Hour Early
Release for
Students

Track Meet @ HOME 8th Grade Spring
W/ New London
Fling Dance 6:304:15 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Environmental Club
- Ms. Sherman
3:20-5:20PM

Fresco Gecko
Field Trip

8

PRIDE & Encore
Signup

30

High School
Graduation

31

NO SCHOOL
Memorial Day
Parade

"You have to expect things of yourself
before you can do them."
-Michael Jordan

