Be a Panther!

Web address: https://ofpanthers.com/schools/washington-middle-school

Stephanie S. Landreman, Principal

Washington Middle School
September 25, 2020

WMS CUSTODIAL APPRECIATION DAY
Washington Middle School will celebrate Custodial
Appreciation on Wednesday, October 7. We thank
Mr. Bristol, Mr. Nickels, Mrs. Marquardt, and Miss
Siech for their commitment and dedication in helping
to make our school a better place for kids. Please
take the time to let them know they are
appreciated!
ATTENDANCE
We appreciate your patience as we modify our
attendance procedures in an attempt to find the most
efficient and accurate way to track student
attendance.
Absence (In Skyward, you will see the reason for
the absence, as always)
This term references a student being absent from
school for a “typical” reason. The student may not
feeling well, have a doctor appointment, be out of
town, be hunting, etc.
Teachers are not expected to prepare for students
that are out of school due to an absence. Depending
on the time of day of the class, teachers may not
know even the student is absent. Teachers do not
always have a Zoom links, open the Zoom link that is
in their Schoology account, and/or have a lesson
prepared because they are not expecting students to
be attending class virtually due to there not being any
extended absences in that class at that particular
time. If your child is out for a day or two, please do
not expect that teachers will be prepared for them to
attend class virtually. In some cases, they may be
able to. In many cases, they will not be able to.
*** Students will be marked absent (A) on days they
are absent. They are expected to make up any work
that they miss. ***
Extended Absence (In Skyward, this will show as
“virtual absence”
This term references students being absent from
school for longer than a day or two and not for a
typical reason.
In nearly all cases, extended
absences are due to Covid-19 situations.
Teachers will have a Zoom link available for students
that are out of school due to an extended absence,
whenever possible. Teachers have a Zoom link and/
or lesson prepared because they are expecting
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students to be attending virtually since they are out
for an extended period of time. If your child is out on
an extended absence, they will be able to attend
nearly all of their classes live via Zoom. To find the
Zoom link, students know to check each class in
Schoology. Please allow teachers 24 hours from the
extended absence being reported to prepare the
Zoom links and have the setup for Zoom ready. If
you have any questions about this process, please
contact your child’s teacher.
*** Students will be marked virtually absent (V) on
days they do not attend class virtually via Zoom. For
those classes that do not offer a Zoom on the days
the student is absent, the virtual absence will be
removed when they complete the coursework for that
day.
POSITIVE PARENTING SEMINARS - FREE
Family & Childcare Resources of N.E.W. is offering three
Zoom seminars which will be great opportunities for
parents and professionals to attend.
 Seminar1: The Power of Positive Parenting October 6, 9:00-10:30AM
 Seminar 2:
Raising Confident, Competent
Children - October 13, 9:00-10:30AM
 Seminar 3: Raising Resilient Children, Managing
Process Issues, and Getting Started, October 27,
9:00-10:30AM.
Call Family & Childcare Resources of N.E.W at (920)4328899 to register for the FREE seminars today or on their
website! All three Seminars will be offered utilizing ZOOM.

Contact Karla Jenquin @ (920)391-5818 if you have
any questions.
Spirit Week - October 5-9
Monday - Wear Blue to show you are in the spirit of
preventing bullying!
Tuesday - Camo / Blaze Orange Day
Thursday—Sweater Weather - Wear Your Comfiest
Sweater
Friday - Panther Pride Day

Stop
Bullying
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Fresco Geckos




Thank you to all our new members who have signed up and who attended our first meeting. Members
learned about Keith Haring, a New York Pop Artist, known for his large murals and billboards of simplified
figures celebrating life. Fresco Geckos have placed their inspirations down the tunnel of WMS for all to
view.
Our next meetings are Thursday, October 22 and November 19th

CHERRYDALE FUNDRAISER
This fundraiser is formally known as the Hansen Fundraiser. New name—same products! This fundraiser
is sponsored by EPAWS. Funds raised will be used for classroom supplies, future educational opportunities,
bussing to field trips, and so much more! The fundraiser will be online only. The orders will be placed online
and shipped straight to your home. The dates of the fundraiser will be October 2nd-16th. More details
to come!
E.P.A.W.S. - EDUCATORS & PARENTS AT WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
EPAWS committee meetings are the first Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m. All parents are welcome and
encouraged to attend. A Zoom link is sent to those parents that signed up for EPAWS during the online
registration process. If you are not receiving the link and would like to get involved, please call the WMS
office. Please watch for updates and upcoming events in the Friday Notes or follow us on Facebook at WMS
EPAWS Oconto Falls.
FRIDAY GRADES
Starting today, teachers will be sending home grades nearly every Friday. This is another way we are
communicating with you about your student’s progress. If you have questions about any of your child’s
grades, first ask your child! If there are still questions, encourage your child to speak with their
teacher. Please do not contact the teacher directly before speaking with your child.
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FFA HAPPENINGS



FFA membership forms are available from Mrs. Markhardt. The logistics of FFA meetings are still being planned, so please
listen to the announcements for any updates. Once you turn in your FFA membership forms and dues, you will be added
to the WMS FFA Schoology Page. All updates will be posted to the WMS FFA Schoology Page.
The first FFA meeting is scheduled for October 13th, starting at 3:30 and ending at late trans - 5:20PM. Contact Mrs.
Markhardt with any questions.

FREE Breakfast!
Students are being offered FREE lunch and breakfast for the rest of the school year! Bagged breakfasts are
available as a grab-and-go and are available at each entrance of the building. Please encourage your child
to grab a FREE breakfast on their way into the building each morning.
ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB
The Environmental Club will have two meetings in October. Participants will be involved in working on the
gardens around Washington Middle School and exploring the environments at the West Side Beach. They
will learn about the flora and fauna in the Oconto Falls area and begin to outline a project that can be worked
on in the winter months. The next two meetings will be on October 8th and 15th after school from 3:20 5:00PM. Snacks and beverages will be offered. Please see Ms. Sherman in the 8th grade hallway room 829
if you are interested.

Counselor’s Corner - Bullying & Harassment
Mrs. Schneider, Washington Middle School Counselor

Stop
Bullying

WORLD DAY OF BULLYING PREVENTION - WEAR BLUE ON 10-5-20!!!
Let’s put an end to bullying and cyber bullying! Join us in solidarity on Monday, October 5, 2020.
We are making a statement against bullying by inviting the entire school district and community
to wear a blue shirt. Thousands of schools across the country and throughout the world are
participating.
Bullying and Harassment: Bullying can take the form of repetitive, negative gossiping, put-downs,
exclusion, threats, and physical abuse. Sometimes friends bully friends. Here are some strategies
to use if your child is being bullied or harassed. Role playing these with your child will reinforce their ability
to use the strategies when needed the most.
Helpful Hint to Remember: Act on the bullying, whether you are a victim or a bystander. Try these
strategies in this order, but if it is a physical or threatening form of bullying, get help ASAP.
1. Ignore it (sometimes the bully is looking for a reaction).
2. Laugh it off and change the subject. This catches the bully off guard.
3. Use an assertive voice and tell the bully that you don’t like what they are doing and you want
them to stop. Also let them know that if they don’t stop, you will go to an adult. Remember:
Telling an adult is not tattling. The effects of bullying can have serious consequences such as
depression, anxiety problems, absenteeism, low grades, low self-esteem, and suicidal
thoughts.
What to do if your child is being bullied:
1. Learn as much as you can about the bullying; when and where it happened, and any
witnesses.
2. Do not encourage physical retaliation; it could get your child suspended.
3. Contact your child’s teacher, principal or school counselor.
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Mark Your Calendar

September
Monday

28 Boys/Girls Cross Country - AWAY– Hortonville, Bus departs 2:30

4:30

Tuesday

29 7th Grade Football - HOME - Seymour
8th Grade Football - AWAY - Seymour, Bus departs 3:00
7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Greenville
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY—Greenville, Bus departs 2:45

4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15

OCTOBER
*SPIRT WEEK OCTOBER 5th - 9th*
Thursday

1

7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Hortonville
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Hortonville, Bus departs 2:45

4:15
4:15

Monday

5

World Day of BULLYING PREVENTION - WEAR BLUE!
EPAWS Meeting
Boys/Girls Cross Country - AWAY - Greenville, Bus Departs 2:30

5:30
4:30

Tuesday

6

Camo / Blaze Orange Day!
7th Grade Football - AWAY - Marinette, Bus departs 3:00
October
8th Grade Football - AWAY - Marinette, Bus departs 3:00
7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Freedom, Bus departs 3:00
8th Grade Girl’s’ Volleyball - HOME - Freedom

4:15
5:30
4:15
4:15

Wednesday

7

Custodial Appreciation Day

Thursday

8

Sweater Weather - Wear Your Comfiest Sweater
Environmental Club Meeting - Ms. Sherman
7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Freedom
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Freedom, Bus departs 3:00

Monday

12 Boys/Girls Cross Country - AWAY- Seymour, Bus departs 3:00

4:30

13 FFA Meeting - Ag Rm - Mrs. Markhardt

3:20-5:20
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15

PANTHER PRIDE DAY - WEAR ORANGE & BLACK

Tuesday

7th Grade Football - AWAY - Hortonville- Bus departs 2:30
8th Grade Football - HOME - Hortonville
7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Greenville - Bus departs 2:45
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Greenville

3:20-5:20
4:15
4:15

NOTES FROM THE NURSE
Please follow the School District’s Decision Tree on sending your child to school. This information is also available
to you on the OFSD website under COVID-19 updates: https://ofpanthers.com/covid-19-updates/

Family Wisdom

Agenda and Organization Binder
Middle school is a time when students begin to see the connection between
organizational skills and employability skills. At Washington Middle School, we
require active and daily use of the organization binder and agenda to prepare our
students to become responsible adults. The importance of the daily use of these
relevant skills can be reinforced by having conversations with adults in how they
use the same skills in their daily lives. For example, in Life Skills classes, we have
discussed the importance of writing down assignments and checking off when
completed. Another helpful habit is to write down important dates such as due
dates for permission forms and upcoming school events. We have also discussed
the importance of putting their assignments in the appropriate folder before
leaving class, and a specific spot in their binder for parent information to and
from home. Please read the questions together with your son/daughter and feel
free to brainstorm ideas. .
__1. If you use a paper agenda or an online calendar, what are some of the
reasons or ways that you use it and how does this help you in your daily life?

__2. What are the benefits of your son/daughter consistently using their agenda
daily in Middle School?

__3. What are the benefits of your son/daughter using the Organizational
System (with their agenda, pencil pouch, and folders for every class)?

