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TEST: INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATION
Last Thursday, a “test message” was sent out using
the contact information currently in our Skylert
notification system. Skylert is used by the Oconto
Falls School District to inform the community about
school closing, early dismissal, and late start events
caused by inclement weather. If you were expecting
to receive certain notifications but did not receive
them, please follow the directions below:
 Log into Skyward Family Access.
 Click on Skylert - located on the left side.
 Click Edit.
 Add any alternative email addresses and/or
phone numbers where you would like alerts sent.
 Check the boxes for each corresponding category
for all of your email addresses and phone
numbers.
 Click Save.
Note: You can also follow these directions to remove a
number from the list.

OTHER KEY INFORMATION: The winter months
often bring weather changes which impact student
transportation. Please be aware of the following:
 Whenever road conditions require slow bus travel,
your children will be arriving home later than the
usual time. It may be as much as a half hour past
their regular time. We ask that you be patient in
dealing with this situation.
 Late transportation will not run when there is an
early dismissal or evening cancellations due to
inclement weather.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Washington Middle School would like to extend a
huge THANK YOU to the following individuals for
bringing the Scholastic Book Fair to our school:
Rebecca Smrcina, Deanne Hytinen, Keely
Hendricks, Sara Blazek, Shannon Lefebvre, Corina
Graham, Jill Genett, Lisa Anderson, Anne
Funderburg, Vicki Thomson, Mary Vowinkel and Mrs.
Smaney. We would also like to thank the parents,
students, and teachers who purchased books this
year. Your support is always appreciated!

THANKSGIVING BREAK - November 21-23
We wish all our deer hunters a safe and enjoyable
experience. We also wish all of our Washington
Middle School families a thankful, family-oriented
Thanksgiving.

Anthony J. Logue, Assistant Principal

STUDENT COUNCIL HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
Student Council is sponsoring a Holiday Food
Drive during the week of December 3. Only
nonperishable items will be accepted. Please take
note of the expiration date on any food items you
wish to donate. Also, the original label must be on
all canned items. A list of needed items is
attached to this issue of Friday Notes.

BELL RINGERS NEEDED
Witt’s Piggly Wiggly is in need of volunteers
to be bell ringers for the Salvation Army
“red kettle” collections in Oconto Falls.
Please call “The Pig” (920-846-2805) if you
are interested in volunteering.
MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE CLUB
The Oconto Falls Varsity Dance Team with Coach
Laura Kostreva will be starting a girls’ Middle
School Dance Club. The group will learn two
dance routines and perform at three varsity
basketball games: November 30, December 7, and
December 11. There is an entry fee of $60 that is
due no later than November 29. Practices begin
on Tuesday, November 27, 3:30-5:30 p.m. in the
high school old gym. Practices on November 28,
29, December 3 & 5 will be in the high school
commons. The December 4th practice will be in
the high school new gym. Registration forms are
in the literature rack by the school office.

WRESTLING TIME
Wrestling is an amazing sport that provides your
son or daughter an opportunity to learn things that
will help them throughout their lifetime. It helps to
develop strong minds and a strong work ethic.
Wrestling teaches you how to set and achieve
goals. It is a great sport that I am very grateful to
have competed in. It is a great privilege and honor
to coach and pass along lessons that I have
learned along the way. I encourage you to give it
a try. Middle school students interested in joining
the WMS wrestling team will need a physical on
file in the school office. Optional, preseason
practices will start in December. Regular season
practices will begin January 2 and be Monday
through Friday unless there is a meet
scheduled. Any questions, please call Coach Mike
Bramer, 920-676-9123.
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ART PALETTE
 Fresco Geckos: If you are interested in helping decorate for Breakfast with Santa, please pick up your
permission form in the art room. We will be decorating St. Anthony’s downstairs hall after school
on December 6 until late transportation.
 The next Fresco Geckos meeting is Thursday, December 20, after school.
 All Land Conservation posters are due at school by Monday, December 3, 2018.

2018 BAY NORDIC YOUTH PROGRAM

This program is open to 3 to 12 year olds. It introduces youth to the joy of winter with Nordic skiing. Kids will meet
for six Saturday sessions at the Reforestation Camp and will be split up into smaller groups according to their age
and ability. A “Bay Nordic” winter hat will be provided to new members. Equipment is available for rental for an
additional cost. If you are interested, please register your child at BAYNORDIC.ORG.

INTERNATIONAL CLUB

Hola! (ola) International Club will meet Tuesday, November 27 at 3:20 p.m. in Rm 808. We have lots of
activities planned to keep us busy until 5:20 p.m. We'll have games, portraits, cooking and more. We'll also
have a very nice guest with us from this sunny land. We hope to see all of you then.

SUCCESS TUTORING
Washington Middle School offers an after-school tutoring program twice a week, Mondays and Thursdays,
from 3:20-5:15 p.m. Students will learn organization strategies and study skill strategies and will also have
time to complete homework. (Late transportation is an option for $1.)

Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Schneider, Washington Middle School Counselor
TIME MANAGEMENT
A very important study skill is time management. By developing good time management skills,
students will have time to do their homework, chores, practices, and still have plenty of time left for fun.
Good time management needs to become a habit in order to be effective. Here are some ideas for
good time management.


Make a list of all the things you need to get done. Your agenda is a good place to
write your list. Look at your schedule the night before, so you can plan for the next day.
There is no time like the present to get in the habit of writing down appointments, practices,
and assignments in your agenda.
 Use class time and study halls wisely. Always use the time your teachers give you in
class to start on homework. This is a great time to ask questions/ask for help, so work at
home is a “piece of cake.”
 Create a study plan. Your study plan needs to be based on what’s going to work for
you, and might vary a little from day to day. Always save a good amount of time each day
for school work. If you don’t have any homework, use the time to review notes, do
flashcards, or work on long-term projects.
 Prepare for distractions. Identify anything that could interrupt your study time and
figure out how to eliminate or avoid it. For example, study in a quiet area.
Parents: Your son or daughter might need some monitoring in order for good time
management to become a habit.

Family Activity
Every other month in Life Skills class, a Family Activity is handed out called "Family Wisdom". This is
an activity for you and your child to do together. The activity focuses on the Character Trait of the
Month and is a sheet of conversation starters, activities and thought provoking questions that provide a
very important opportunity to discuss extremely important issues with your child. Please sign the
bottom of the sheet, cut on the dotted line, and have your child return it to Mrs. Schneider for a treat
and a chance to be drawn for a prize each quarter. At the end of the year, there will be a grand prize for
the child that returns the most Family Wisdom sheets with parent signature.
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BREAKFAST ANYONE?
Mornings can be really hectic but we have good news for you. Breakfast is available at school
between 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. Take advantage of this option to ensure your child eats a
nutritious breakfast. Recent studies show a link between nutrition and learning. A nutritious
breakfast helps students be more alert so they can actively participate in class. Breakfast has
vitamins and nutrients for a strong and healthy body.

Breakfast at school is affordable, too. A full breakfast costs less than convenience store items. Breakfast at
school is only $1.95. If you qualify for free and reduced price meals, you also qualify for free or reduced price
breakfast with no additional paperwork. Reduced breakfast is only $.30 per day! Nowhere else will you find a
balanced breakfast at such a low cost. So take advantage of this opportunity to start the day on the right foot.
Also a reminder that Free and Reduced Meal applications can be filled out anytime throughout the school year. If
you think you may qualify or had a loss in income, feel free to fill one out. It not only benefits the child but also
benefits many school programs. If you have questions regarding an application, questions about food service or
your family’s account, please feel free to call me, Amanda Sonnenburg, Food Service Secretary, 920-848-4466
ext. 3, or email me at amanda.sonnenburg@of-ps.org.
Note: Students can enter through the cafeteria doors at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast or to “hang out” with friends in the
cafeteria before the first bell rings at 7:45 a.m. A teacher will be on hand to supervise.

BAND CONCERT
WMS Bands will perform their annual holiday concert on Tuesday, December 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the Falls
Area PAC. Students must be at the high school band room by 6:00 p.m. but not before since the practice
rooms and the PAC will not be open until then. Students are reminded to wear appropriate concert attire.
CHOIR CONCERT

WMS Choirs will perform their winter concert on Monday, December 10, at 6:30 p.m. in the Falls Area
PAC. Students will need to arrive by 6:00 p.m. and report to the band, choir, and music lab rooms for attendance
and warmups. Please look spiffy (no jeans, sneakers, t-shirts, etc.) and follow school dress code. Students will
leave their coats in these rooms during the concert. If you have any questions, please email Mrs. McCully
at rachel.mccully@of-ps.org.

FFA HAPPENINGS






The FFA Fruit Sale has started! If you wish to purchase any fruit, meat, cheese, or mustard, please contact
any Washington Middle School FFA member or contact Mrs. Markhardt at mariah.markhardt@of-ps.org.
Orders are due by November 26 by 12 Noon. Any orders turned in after 12 Noon on the 26th will not be
accepted. The expected delivery date is December 14.
If your student needs more Fruit Sale order forms, they are located in the office, on the FFA Bulletin Board or
in the Agriculture Room.
The next FFA meeting is scheduled to be held in the WMS Agriculture room on December 11 from 3:30 to
5:10 pm. We will have a guest speaker from the Wisconsin Association of FFA who will be doing different
leadership activities with us!
It is still not too late to join FFA! If your student wishes to join FFA, they can complete and return an FFA
membership form before December 1.

ACES ACTIVITIES
The Washington Middle School ACES have the following activities planned:
 December 14 - Cosmic Bowling at The Gutter on Lineville - 3:30-6:30 p.m. Forms can be picked up at the
ACES bulletin board or the literature rack outside the office. Forms are due November 30.
 January 18 - Kroc Center - swimming, waterslides, gym time, 3:30-8:30 p.m. (Cost $15 - includes pizza)
 February 22 - Ski trip to Ski Brule, 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Cost: $30 - includes equipment and lunch)
 March 22 - Dodgeball tournament (free)
11U AND 12U BOYS TOURNAMENT BASEBALL TEAMS
There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, December 2 at 6:00 pm in the Abrams Elementary library for all
parents of boys interested in the 11U or 12U tournament baseball teams. The number of interested kids will
determine if tryouts are needed. To be eligible to play, your child cannot be older than each team’s respective age
limit as of April 30, 2019. If you are not able to attend the meeting but are interested in joining the teams, please
contact Jason Ingram (920) 366-4434.
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November

Mark Your Calendar

Monday

19

SUCCESS Tutoring - Rm 807 - Miss O’Neil & Mrs. Schneider
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer

3:20-5:15
5:30-8:00

Tuesday

20

Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata

5:30-8:30

WednesdayFriday

21-23

NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Vacation

Saturday

24

Avenue of Lights Ceremony - East Side Beach

6:00

Monday

26

SUCCESS Tutoring - Rm 807 - Miss O’Neil & Mrs. Schneider
Girl Scout Troop 4354 - Rm 810 - Mrs. Wolford
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer

3:20-5:15
3:20-5:20
5:30-8:00

Tuesday

27

7th Grade Boys’ Basketball - HOME - Hortonville
8th Grade Boys’ Basketball - AWAY - Hortonville, Bus departs 2:45
International Club - Rm 808 - Mrs. Loew & Mrs. Schroeder
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata

4:15
4:15
3:20-5:20
5:30-8:30

Wednesday

28

Clock Making Class - Cafeteria - Mr. Ludemann

6:00

Thursday

29

7th Grade Boys’ Basketball - AWAY - Freedom, Bus departs 2:45
8th Grade Boys’ Basketball - HOME - Freedom
SUCCESS Tutoring - Rm 807 - Miss O’Neil & Mrs. Schneider
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer

4:15
4:15
3:20-5:15
5:30-8:00

Friday

30

7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer

5:30-8:00

December
Monday

3

Student Council Food Drive for Kingdom Come Food Pantry Begins
SUCCESS Tutoring - Rm 807 - Miss O’Neil & Mrs. Schneider
EPAWS Meeting - IMC
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer

3:20-5:15
5:30
5:30-8:00

Tuesday

4

5th Grade Hoops Club - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Baade
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata

6:00-8:00
5:30-8:30

Thursday

6

7th Grade Boys’ Basketball - HOME - Shawano
8th Grade Boys’ Basketball - AWAY - Shawano, Bus departs 3:15
SUCCESS Tutoring - Rm 807 - Miss O’Neil & Mrs. Schneider
Hoops club - Central St. Gym - Mr. Cromell

4:15
4:15
3:20-5:15
6:00-8:00

Friday

7

PRIDE Class Descriptions for Quint 3 go home.
8th Grade Boys’ Basketball - Washington St. Gym & Cafeteria - Mr. Cromell
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Baseball - Central St. Gym - Mr. Kramer
Friday Notes go home.

3:20-5:00
5:30-8:00

Avenue of Lights Lighting Ceremony - Saturday, November 24
East Side Beach on Hwy 22 in Oconto Falls
Musical entertainment will begin at 6:00 p.m., Avenue Lighting at 6:30 p.m.
Santa will be coming so bring your whole family!
Cookies & hot cocoa will be served.
(Note: Student Council at WMS has decorated a tree for this display.)

FOOD DRIVE
The Student Council Holiday Food Drive will run December 3-7. Students will have an opportunity
to play Food Drive Bingo. Students get a bingo card when they donate. Student Council will collect
items at lunch time and stamp the bingo cards. Get “Bingo” and win a small prize. “Black out” your
card and get an ice cream treat! All donated items will be given to Kingdom Come Food Pantry.
Please check expiration dates before you donate.

Non-Perishable Foods
Canned Meats
Canned Fruits
Canned Vegetables
Boxed Dinners
Baked Beans
Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter
Pancake Mixes
Cake Mixes
Pudding Mix

Juice
Pasta
Cereal
Tuna
Eggs
Soup/Stew
Sugar
Sauerkraut
Baking Mixes
Jell-O Mix

Personal Care Items
Body Wash
Shaving Cream
Shampoo/Conditioner
Toothbrush
Deodorant

Bar Soap
Razors
Diapers
Toothpaste
Feminine Products

Household Items
Toilet Tissue
Paper Towels
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Dish Detergent

Facial Tissue
Toilet Brush
Napkins
All-Purpose Cleaners

BEE HUMOR
 What type of bee can’t make up its mind?
 What do you call a bee that is having a bad hair
day?

(1. a maybe; 2. a Frisbee)

