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The Oconto Falls School District will take 
school safety a step further this school year, 
with the help of two state grants and a new 
partnership with the City of Oconto Falls. 

        

In July, the district received a School Safety 
Grant of $122,500, with a second state 
grant of $105,000 pending. The funding 
will be used for:

 • Shatter-proof film on windows and
    doors of school entrances
 • Security cameras
 • Electronic door access
 • Radios
 • School violence threat assessment
    team training 
 • Adolescent mental health training

In addition to these safety upgrades, the 
school district and city are collaborating 
to employ a full-time, combined position 
of School Resource Officer/Detective. 
Jamie Kuhn will work collaboratively with 
school district staff, as well as fulfill her 

duties as a detective with the Oconto Falls 
Police Department.  

As a School Resource Officer, Kuhn’s duties go 
beyond crime prevention and investigation.

“The basis of the program is to build a 
rapport with the students and get them 
comfortable enough with law enforcement 
that they feel they can come to us with their 
problems,” Kuhn said.

Superintendent Dean Hess said the SRO and 
grant projects are the latest examples of the 
district’s ongoing efforts to provide a safe 
environment in our schools. 

Last spring, the district and local law 
enforcement implemented ALICE Training 
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate). 
With ALICE, students and staff take a 
proactive response to an aggressive intruder. 

Over the summer, the office at Abrams 
School was renovated, and one of the 
outcomes is a safer school entrance. 

Hess said investing in school security is a 
priority for our district. 

“From a budgetary standpoint, we’re 
constantly thinking about how to best align 
our funding with our needs. Obviously, the 
safety of our students is the first step we need 
to talk about, then it’s the education,” he said.

Investing in Safe Schools

ANTHER
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Provide diverse and flexible 
learning opportunities with 
a focus on real life practi-
cal applications that 
enable students to individu-
alize their learning plan.

Create and sustain school/
community partnerships 
that focus on common 
goals and increase learn-
ing opportunities/
resources for students.

Update technology infrastruc-
ture and expand classroom 
technology integration 
processes to better support 
teachers in their goal of 
maximizing learning for  
all students.

Recruit, develop, and retain 
high quality, innovative, 
and creative staff that will 
lead and support positive 
change and growth.

Provide students with 21st 
Century learning opportu-
nities and applications that 
address their future life skill 
needs.

Destination
Education
A Roadmap to Excellence

5 Key Interests

Oconto Falls High School students Summer Champeau 
and Abigail Remic talk with Detective Jamie Kuhn.

Detective Jamie Kuhn is the district’s 
new School Resource Officer.
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Oconto Falls
Elementary School

Abrams
Elementary School

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Kiera Konitzer, Rylea Lealiou, 
Mackenzie Vogel, Jensen 
Collar, and Rylan Baumler-Baez 

have fun with an activity in third grade. Students learned the 
importance of a “growth mindset,” in which ability can be 
developed with effort, versus a “fixed mindset,” in which 
ability is static and cannot change.

Fifth-graders in Hannah 
Zischka’s class learn how 
to use Google Classroom 
on their 1:1 Chromebooks. 
This is the second year in 
which 1:1 devices have 
been assigned to students 
in fifth grade.

Fifth-graders in Melissa Leja’s 
classroom work on Prodigy 
Math Games using the 
Chromebooks assigned to 
them at the beginning of the 
year. Students play the games 
to extend their math 
knowledge, and their teacher 
can track their progress. 
Students use their 
Chromebooks throughout the 
day to enhance their learning.

Damien Sauerhage, Cody 
Paholke, Isabella Otto, and 
Emery Pagel in Alyssa 
Lemke’s fourth-grade class 
complete a group activity 
that combines basic STEM 

concepts (Science Technology Engineering Math) with 
teamwork/community building.

STEM Basics

SMART Room

Take a Seat

Math Games
Storytime

Growth Mindset

Jennifer Johnson asks 
comprehension questions 
while reading a story to 
her second-grade class.

Active in a variety of ways, 
kindergartners in Sarah Nieminski’s 
class use different parts of their brain in the SMART room. SMART 
is short for Stimulating Maturity through Accelerated Readiness 
Training. Students spend 15 minutes a day in the room.

Alternative seating options are 
available for students, and this 
photo from Danielle Baade’s 
third-grade classroom shows 
the variety. When choosing a 
seat, students think about their 
own learning style and what 
will help them learn the best.

As part of a Girl Scout project, 
words of encouragement are 
being painted in the hallways.
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Washington
Middle School

Oconto Falls
High School

Excellence 
Accomplished

Amazing Adventure
to the ARCTIC

Bill Delzer Nathalie Kamke Gehrke Rellen Hardtke Steven Magnin

Sixth-grade teacher Kelly 
Koller traveled to the 
northernmost areas of 
Canada and Greenland for 
an exhilarating adventure 
this summer. As a teacher 
fellow with National 
Geographic, Koller 
journeyed by ship to the 
High Arctic, through Baffin 
Bay between Ellesmere 
Island and the western coast 
of Greenland.

Here she experienced the Arctic up close while learning from 
National Geographic staff.

Koller now serves as a leader in the education community 
of National Geographic. In addition to sharing her rich 
experiences with students 
at WMS, she will create 
resources and connect 
with classrooms through-
out the nation. 

Koller is one of only 40 
teachers in the U.S. and 
Canada to be selected for 
the fellowship.

While in the harbor at Sisimiut, 
Greenland, Kelly Koller displays a  flag 

signed by Oconto Falls students.

Top - Kelly displays the same flag 
at Nares Strait, located between 
the farthest reaches of Canada 

and Greenland.

Left - Kelly saw 19 polar bears    
on her trip, including one close 
enough to photograph with her

cell phone.

Four OFHS alumni were honored during Homecoming week 
as the newest members of the school’s Wall of Fame. This 
year’s inductees are William “Bill” Delzer, Dr. Nathalie Kamke 
Gehrke, Dr. Rellen Hardtke, and Steven T. Magnin.

The Wall of Fame honors OFHS alumni who have achieved 
success in life. For each inductee, the high school displays a 
plaque, to serve as an inspiration for today’s students. 

Students are charged with continuing the tradition of 
excellence set by members of the Wall of Fame.

Homecoming is a time-honored tradition at Oconto Falls High 
School. The students and staff enjoyed an entire week of fun. 
They decorated the halls with school spirit and participated in 
dress-up days, like “Merica Day,” when they wore red, white, 
and blue.

Homecoming TraditionHomecoming Tradition Lives On

Homecoming week also 
included a pep assembly 
attended by students from all 
schools in the district, a 
football game, and a dance.

PROUD TO BE A PANTHER



Upcoming Events

Attention Non-Residents of the Oconto Falls Public School District
This newsletter is provided to all residents of the Oconto Falls Public School District. The most affordable process used to circulate this 
newsletter throughout the district is to use saturation mailing. It is costly to avoid non-residents from receiving our newsletter. We 
apologize for your inconvenience but wish to provide important information to all residents. Thank you.

Oconto Falls Public School District
200 N. Farm Road
Oconto Falls, WI 54154
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Oct. 16 Terrance Talley Assembly
Oct. 17 Book Fair, WMS
Oct. 22 Community Halloween
 Party
Oct. 22 School Board Meeting 
Oct. 23 Early Release & Parent/
 Teacher Conferences
Oct. 26 Vacation Day
Nov. 1-4 “The Sound of Music,” PAC
Nov. 5 No School - Professional
 Development Day

Special Education - OFHS

Amanda Valitchka

Special Education - WMS

Cody Nielsen
8th Grade Math/Geography - WMS

Brian Tesch

6th Grade Math - WMS

Luke Fitzsimmons

5-year-old Kindergarten - Abrams

Anna Jagodzinski

3rd Grade - OFES

Samantha Walvort

Reading Interventionist - OFES

Jocelyn Dunks

4th Grade - OFES

Lisa Delfosse

Math - OFHS

Steven Johnson

Speech and Language - OFES

Kari Pagel
Math Teacher - OFHS

Robert Matthews

Art - Abrams

Megan Pierquet
Special Education - WMS

Taylor Lodewegen

We Extend a

Warm Welcome
to Our New Staff

Shows are scheduled at
7 p.m. Thursday - Saturday, Nov. 1-3, and

2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 4, at the
Falls Area Performing Arts Center.

Tickets are $8 for children/students and $12 for 
adults. Purchase your tickets at the OFHS main 

office after Oct. 22, or at the door.
All seats are General Admission.

Oconto Falls students will display 
their extraordinary musical talent in 
four performances of “The Sound of 
Music.” Music by Richard Rodgers. 
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II. 
Book by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse. Suggested by “The 
Trapp Family Singers” by Maria 
Augusta Trapp.

First Step Toward School  Developmental screenings for children ages 
2 years - 9 months, through 5 years old, are held on the second Friday of every month. Children 
needing early intervention are identified, and parents receive information about child development.

Please call OFES, 920-848-4476, to schedule your child’s free appointment.

Students present musical


