
REMINDER TO PARENTS - SECURITY CAMERA 
All doors at WMS will be locked during normal school 
hours, 7:45 a.m. - 3:16 p.m. The only access to the 
building is through the “camera monitored” office 
entrance on Washington Street.  To gain entrance, 
visitors must push the button on the wall (to the right of 
the main doors), identify yourself and one of the 
secretaries will “buzz” you in (unlock the left-hand 
door so you can open it).  Thank you for your 
cooperation and understanding. 
 
CAUGHT IN THE SWARM 
Washington Middle School is continuing to utilize our 
PASS time to focus on character building skills that 
positively affect our students.  These skills are stressed 
throughout the day so that the skills gained will 
transition into their daily lives.  Students are 
encouraged to be respectful, be responsible, be a 
listener, be a learner, be safe, and be kind. These 
behaviors show that they are BEE(ing) a PANTHER.  
When students show that they are Being a Panther, 
they get “Caught in the SWARM.” (Are you noticing the 
bee theme yet?) 
 
You may have already heard of students Bee(ing) 
“Caught in the SWARM.”  To be “Caught in the 
SWARM” means that a staff member has recognized a 
student whose commendable actions deserved 
recognition.  When this happens, the student is 
recognized during announcements and told to report to 
our beekeeper where they can choose a prize from the 
honeypot.  Additionally, their picture will be placed on a 
honeycomb display for the year. 
 
To date, we have had over 30 students “Caught in the 
SWARM!”   That is an exceptional number considering 
how few days of school we have had.  Our students 
are doing an excellent  job exhibiting what it takes to 
Be a Panther and it is affecting the culture of the 
school in a positive way.  Please speak with your child 
about what it means to Be a Panther and encourage 
them to exhibit behaviors so that they can get “Caught 
in the Swarm!” 
 
FREE VACCINES 
Oconto County Public Health will visit Washington 
Middle School on Thursday, October 18 to offer FREE 
flu shots as well as Hepatitis A, HPV and Meningitis 
vaccines to all students in 6th, 7th & 8th grade.  Your 
child should have brought the consent form home with 
this Friday Notes.  We also have extras in the school 
office. The deadline to turn in forms is September 19 
but the county will take the consent forms as soon as 
you get them completed. 

Stephanie S. Landreman, Principal Anthony J. Logue, Assistant Principal Washington Middle School 
September 14, 2018 

  Web address:  https://ofpanthers.com/schools/washington-middle-school 

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
Detective Jamie Kuhn has joined the Oconto Falls 
School District Staff as our new District School 
Resource Officer.  Jamie has been an officer with the 
Oconto Falls Police Department for 14 years.  She has 
an educational background in Psychology, Criminal 
Justice, and Law with extensive training in child abuse 
and exploitation related crimes as well as Crisis 
Intervention.  We are excited about this partnership with 
the police department to improve education and safety 
and prevent negative behaviors in our schools! Jamie's 
focus at the schools will be building relationships with 
our students through positive interactions at school and 
in the community. If you see her, feel free to introduce 
yourself! The community may reach out to Jamie 
directly at jamie.kuhn@of-ps.org or leave a message for 
her at any school.  

 
PEANUT ALLERGY 
Washington Middle School has a student with a 
severe peanut allergy and several other 
students with allergies.  We serve a peanut-free 
lunch menu and are asking for your help in 
ensuring that your children bring in peanut-free 
products as well.  Although many foods may not 
contain peanuts, they may be made in a factory or 
on a machine that is associated with other peanut 
products.  Those foods are equally as harmful as 
foods with peanuts.  Attached you will find a “cheat 
sheet” that will help you to identify products that 
are not associated with any peanut products.  
Please take a look at the website on the 
attachment as it is updated monthly.  Thank you so 
much for your help and understanding in keeping 
our students safe! 
 

STAR TESTING 
WMS has replaced the MAP test with the STAR test.  
Students will be taking the STAR test over the course of 
the next few weeks in both their ELA and Math classes.  
Please encourage your child to do their best on the test 
and be sure they are well rested and eat a healthy 
breakfast each morning.  We use this test to 
individualize instruction for your child! 
 

 
 

September 26 
Two-Hour Early Release 

Be a Panther! 

mailto:jamie.kuhn@of-ps.org
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ART PALETTE 
Fresco Geckos (Art Club) will meet Thursday, September 20, after school.  Fresco Geckos is an art club for 

students who enjoy meeting artists, creating with paint, clay, wire, and all that cool stuff!  We meet once a 
month until late transportation.  Pick up your membership form outside the art room and drop it off with Mrs. 
Knoerzer as soon as you can!  Join Fresco Geckos, the club for creative kids.  Parents and relatives are 
welcome to volunteer to be a guest artist or chaperone for Fresco Geckos.  Please contact Mrs. Knoerzer, 
Fresco Gecko Advisor (920-848-4463) if you are interested.  Note:  You do not have to be in art class to join 
Fresco Geckos. 

 
FROM THE LMC - Students, if you can’t put a book down, this is for YOU! 
The LMC is once again sponsoring a team of student readers for the statewide “Battle of the Books” (B.O.B.) 
competition.  B.O.B. is an event where teams of students read titles from a list of award winning books and 
compete in February to see which school can answer the most questions about the books.  The six final members 
of the team are the students who have read the most titles and pass the pretest with the best score.  Students who 
want a chance to represent Washington Middle School should stop in the LMC for more information and get a 
booklist to begin reading!  This is a fun challenge for students in all grades who love to read!  

 

EPAWS UPDATE 
The fundraising kickoff was today, Friday, September 14. Please check your child’s backpack for the fundraising 
packet.  The t-shirt contest is underway and all entries must be turned into the student’s PASS teacher no later 
than Friday, September 21, 2018. The EPAWS committee will select one finalist from each grade and then the 
student body will decide the winner for this year’s t-shirt design. The winner will receive a free t-shirt and be 
recognized in the Times Herald.  EPAWS committee meetings are the first Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m. in 
the WMS library.  All parents are welcome to attend. Please watch for updates and upcoming events in the Friday 
Notes or follow us on Facebook at WMS EPAWS Oconto Falls. 
 
 
   BUS DRIVERS NEEDED  

Moms, dads, grandparents, shift workers...Oconto Falls School District is looking for 
regular and part time bus drivers.   Interested applicants must have a good driving record 
and no criminal record.  Training is available.  Call Kay Oninski, OFSD Transportation 
Supervisor, at 920-848-4460. 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER - Beginning of the School Year 
Mrs. Schneider, Washington Middle School Counselor 
 

Welcome! 
I would like to welcome everyone back for another exciting, successful school year! Middle School is a 
great adventure! As the 7th and 8th graders know, students have a little more freedom, a little more 
independence, and yes, more FUN!!!  During these middle school years, your child will grow and change 
in many ways physically, emotionally, and socially. 
  

Throughout the school year, I will have many interesting and helpful suggestions in the Counselor’s 
Corner. Students, there will be many tips and suggestions to help you succeed in middle school, 
and in your future as well.  Parents, through the Counselor’s Corner, I will keep you informed about 
what your child will be learning in Guidance classes, as well as information about upcoming assemblies 
and programs on topics that include, but are not limited to - Study Skills and Organizational 
Habits,  Career Education, Wellness,  Bully Prevention, Character, Drug and Alcohol Prevention, and 
Sexual Harassment. Even though middle school is a time for students to take on more responsibilities 
and increased independence, your child still needs your support and guidance during these years!!! 
Please look for the Family Activity Sheet students will bring home when they have Guidance class.  
  

I look forward to working with you and your child. Together, we can guide them on a path full of 
opportunities and success! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me 
at 920-848-4463, ext. 2. 
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PICTURE DAY 
School pictures will be taken by MK Photography on Wednesday, September 19.  Order envelopes will come home 
in two weeks that will show two poses.  Parents wishing to place an order for pictures will then choose the pose and 
picture packet size that best suits their needs, place the payment in the envelope and return it to Washington 
Middle School.  If your student missed picture day, a retake day will be scheduled as soon as the first group has 
been processed.  We will keep you posted. 
 
FAMILY - SUPER SITTER TRAINING - October 20 
NWTC will be holding a Family-Super Sitter Training at the Oconto Falls Regional Learning Center.  The babysitting 
class will touch on physical safety and security during childcare and the important roles of friendship, 
companionship, understanding and patience when caring for others.  The training will be held Saturday, October 
20, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Because this class runs over “lunchtime,” you are encouraged to bring a lunch 
for yourself this day.  The cost for the training is $34.60.  Pre-registration is required.  Contact NWTC - Oconto Falls 
(848-6982) if you have you questions.  Registration forms are in the school office.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UWGB GIRLS’ BASKETBALL CLINIC 
Peterson Ford (Toby & Mike Peterson) will be sponsoring a free girls’ basketball clinic.  This clinic will feature the 
coaching staff and players from the UW-Green Bay Women’s Basketball Team led by Head Coach Kevin Borseth.  
This clinic will be held at the Oconto Falls High School Field House on Sunday, October 7. Check-in begins at 
10:30 a.m. and the clinic will run from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This FREE clinic is open to the first 100 applicants 
from local schools - girls in 4th to 8th grade.  You must be pre-registered to attend.  All participants will receive 
proper instruction on Stretching, Strength Training, and Warmup Drills, Etiquette, Sportsmanship, Ball Handling, 
Shooting, Games and more.  To register please contact Tim Peterson at 920-362-5161 or stop by Peterson Ford, 
Main Street, Oconto Falls. 
 
DANCE CLASS OPPORTUNITY 
The Christian Dance Company will hold an Open House/Registration Parent Meeting on Saturday, November 10, 
10:00 a.m. at the Oconto Falls Senior/Community Center.  CDC offers affordable, quality performance dance 
classes for children ages 4-19 in the genres of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, and Lyrical/Contemporary.  Also offered 
is competitive troupes for dancers ages 12 and up with prior experience and audition.  Auditions for competitive 
dancers are October 12 & 13.   
 

Please email Tina Kostreva for more information (tinak@christiandancecompany.com).  You can also email Tina if 
you are interested in signing up for free trial classes for ages 4-8, which will be held on Tuesday, November 6. 
 
 

ABSENCE PROCEDURE 
…..Planned Absences: If a child will not be in school, parents/guardians are required to submit a 
handwritten excuse in advance.  The student will bring the note to the office and receive a special form to 
take to his/her teachers notifying them of the impending absence.  If students have exceeded the 
allowable excused absences or if they are not in good academic standing, the absences may not be 
excused. 

 

…..Unplanned Absences:  If the absence is unexpected, parents/guardians should call the attendance 
answering machine and leave a message as soon as they realize their student is going to be absent. Our 
attendance answering machine can be reached 24 hours a day by calling 848-4463, ext. 1.  The phone 
call helps us to account for our students on that particular day.  
 
 
HOMEWORK 
Daily assignments are posted to the web for students who are absent or who failed to write assignments 
in their agendas.  It is also a resource for parents who might need clarification on an assignment. 
 

WMS FALL SPORTS 
We wish all of our students that are involved in Fall Sports the very best.  The more active students 
are in school activities, the more enjoyable their overall educational experience.  We encourage our 
parents and students to support our athletic program by attending the games.  Coaches for this fall 
are as follows:  Mr. Kopke - cross country; Ms. Erdmann and Ms. Miller - girls’ volleyball;  Mr. Nielsen, 
Mr. Drews, Mr. Kallies, Mr. Fitzsimmons & Mr. Logue - football.  Go Panthers! 

. 

Friday Notes 



WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL ACES 
WMS ACES activities are open to all students at WMS who are in good academic standing (i.e. not failing any of their 
classes). These activities give students the opportunity to have some fun and make new friends in a safe and supervised 
environment.  Parents are also welcome to participate. Our first activity is scheduled for the early release day of 
September 26.  We will be going to Commando Paintball Park to have 3 hours of fun paintballing or playing laser tag.  
This activity was open to anyone at WMS but signup ended on Friday.  If you missed signing up for this outing, listen to 
the daily announcements for the next ACES activity. 
      
ONLINE REGISTRATION 
Many thanks to all the parents that filled out their on-line registration this year.  It was a successful second year with a 
few minor glitches.  The savings in time, postage, and paper were noteworthy.  The window for making major changes 
will close until next fall.  Until then, please notify the school office when your family information needs updating.    Note:  
Students who did not register on-line or fill out the paper copies of the forms, will not be allowed to leave the 
building on field trips until the forms are completed.  For your child ’s well-being we need updated information. 
 
CORE CLASS & ENCORE ARE NOW IN THE SAME GRADING WINDOW 
Washington Middle School Core subjects (Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, & Science) & Encore classes (Art, Tech 
Ed, PhyEd, Health, Agriscience, Spanish) are now using the same grading window.  There will be five grading terms 
which we refer to as “quints” in which students will receive report card grades.  The quint dates are as follows: 

Quint 1 - September 4 - October 19 
Quint 2 - October 22 - December 14 
Quint 3 - December 17 - February 13 
Quint 4 - February 14 - April 5 
Quint 5 - April 8 - June 7 

PRIDE CLASSES 
PRIDE stands for Positive Results In Daily Experiences.  PRIDE classes meet on a 6 day rotation.  During PRIDE time 
(8th hour) students get a number of different fun, educational opportunities.  The first round of classes will end on 
October 19.  Before that date a new list of classes will be made available to students so they can sign up for the 2nd 
round. 
 

BOOK FAIR 
During the week of October 17-25, EPAWS (our parent group) (along with the LMC) will sponsor another 
book fair in the LMC.  This is an educational opportunity for students to find new books to read.  It is also 
an opportunity for parents to come in and buy books for Christmas or birthdays. 

 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB 
Bonjour! Welcome to  a new and exciting school year.  One of the many opportunities here at Washington Middle School 
is International Club.  This organization meets one time per month.  We enjoy learning about cultures around the world.  
Activities include games, cooking, and special guests.  Our first meeting will be on Tuesday, September 18, 3:20-5:20 
p.m. in room 808.  We’ll be doing some French cooking!  Oo-lah-lah! Forms for joining are purple and located at the 
literature rack by the office.  You may also pickup a form from either Mrs. Loew or Mrs. Schroeder.  We will be 
sooooo….excited to see all of you! ...Mrs. Loew and Mrs. Schroeder 
 
OFFICE DEPOT, 5% BACK TO SCHOOLS 
When you shop at Office Depot, you can give them our school number at the checkout and Office Depot will donate 5% 
of all qualifying purchases to Washington Middle School in the form of a reward’s card that can be used to obtain free 
supplies.  Our school’s ID number is 70110077.  Office Depot will also look up our school if you forget the number.  Just 
make sure they credit the Washington Middle School in Oconto Falls. 
 
FACE CERAMICS TO BEGIN 
Come join the painting fun in the Oconto Falls Elementary art room during a ceramic pARTy!  The first event is 
Thursday, September 27 from 4:00-8:00 p.m.  It has been posted on Facebook on the PARTY ON site.  The registration 
link for the first event is as follows:  https://goo.gl.forms/gowCntloytdJ3GD72. 
 
GIRLS SCOUT SIGNUP 
The Girls Scout Organization invites you to join them as they kick off the new year of Girl Scouting!  Girl Scouts provides 
girls of all ages and backgrounds with unique, girl-led experiences empowering them for a lifetime of leadership, success 
and adventure.  An informational meeting with fun girl activities will be held for parents and girls in all grades on Monday, 
September 24, 6:00 p.m. in the Oconto Falls Elementary Cafeteria (enter at school front doors).  To get started, register 
online at www.gsnwgl.org/join.  The Girl Scout membership fee is $30, plus troop dues.  Uniform costs very depending 
on size and choices.  Financial aid is available. 
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Monday 17 MS Cross Country - AWAY - Seymour, Bus departs 2:30 4:15 

Tuesday 18 7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Little Chute, Bus departs 2:45 
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Little Chute 
International Club Meeting - Room 808 - Mrs. Loew & Mrs. Schroeder 
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata 

4:15 
4:15 
3:20-5:20 
5:30-8:30 

Wednesday 19 WMS Picture Day - MK Photography 8:00-12:00 

Thursday 20 7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - New London, Bus departs 2:30 
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - New London, Bus departs 2:30 
MS Cross Country - AWAY - Pulaski, Bus departs 2:45 
Fresco Gecko Meeting - Art Room/Cafeteria - Mrs. Knoerzer 

4:15 
4:15 
4:15 
3:20-5;20 

Friday 21 EPAWS t-shirt entries are due. 
Homecoming Pep Rally (During school day) 

 

Monday 24 6th Grade to Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 
MS Cross Country - AWAY - Shawano, Bus departs 2:45 

 
4:15 

Tuesday 25 7th Grade Football - HOME - Greenville 
8th Grade Football - AWAY - Greenville, Bus departs 2:30 
7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Clintonville, Bus departs 2:45 
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Clintonville 
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata 

4:15 
5:15 
4:15 
4:15 
5:30-8:30 

Wednesday 26 Two-Hour Early Release - Teacher Workshop 
WMS ACES - Commando Paintball & Laser - Mrs. Schwantes 

 
1:30-5:30 

Thursday 27 7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - HOME - Shawano 
8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball - AWAY - Shawano, Bus departs 3:15 

4:15 
4:15 

Friday 28 Hansen orders are due. 
Friday Notes go home. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

September 

RECYCLING CONTINUES - An update of items 
WMS is continuing with the recycling program that began nine years ago.  We will be recycling drink pouches & 
straws, Febreze Air Care (air freshener cartridges, plugs, packaging, plastic trigger heads, Febreze ONE 
bottles & refills); Cereal Bags (printed cereal bags & liners); Personal Care Items - caps and trigger sprays (hair 
care items, cosmetics, skin care caps, soap dispensers, tubes & containers); Personal Care items 2 - (Mouthwash 
bottles & caps, deodorant containers & caps, toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes & caps, soap packaging, floss 
containers); Ink Cartridges & Phones; Pop-tops (We are a drop-off location); Used Markers (Sharpies, 
highlighters, any brand marker.)   Note:  We no longer take plastics like shopping bags, bread bags, candy 
wrappers, diaper packaging, Ziploc bags & containers or dairy containers. 
 
LION’S CLUB - EYEGLASSES DONATIONS 
The Lion’s Club has placed a collection box by the office for anyone wanting to donate “no longer needed” eyeglasses 
and hearing aids to be given to the less fortunate in our community and beyond.  The box will be available throughout 
the year and will be located just outside the office doors. 



 
 

Family Wisdom 

Middle School Organization Habits & Adult Employability Skills 

 

Middle School is a very important transition to High School. Students need to develop organization and 
study habits by middle school. WMS has implemented an organization system for all Washington Middle 
School students. We are requiring all students to use the following system to ensure successful organization 
habits, which increases the development of lifelong successful study habits; a necessity for academic 
success. The system also will help each student develop the necessary organizational skills that will 
eventually become Employability Skills; skills that employers look for in a prospective employee.  The system 
is mandatory and students will carry the binder to all classes and home every day. 
 

Please take the time to discuss these valuable habits and skills with your son or daughter.  Place a 
checkmark on the line to show that you are aware of the information or requirement, and will provide 
reinforcement at home. Please sign the sheet below and your child can return this form to Mrs. Schneider. 
 

___ I have read the requirements and understand that the WMS Organization System is mandatory.  My 
child is expected to bring it to every class to ensure that he/she has all of his/her supplies and to develop 
the habit of being responsible for his/her learning. 
 

___I understand that my son/daughter is expected to write down assignments in every class to develop the 
habit of writing down information that he/she is responsible for and also to develop the habit of planning 
ahead and being independent. 
 

___I understand that my son/daughter is responsible for good attendance, completing daily assignments and 
to study for tests and quizzes to develop a good work ethic; an important skill for employability. 

 
*** Students are required to replace lost or damaged agendas  

and/or organization binder materials. *** 
 

 

 _____________________________      ________________________________ 
 Parent Signature                                                   Student Signature 
 
 
 
Recap of the Organizational System: 
 A 1 ½ or 2 inch White or Black View Binder OR a Zipper Binder: The binder will be used to store the 

school issued agenda; necessary to write down all assignments and other obligations and deadlines, and the 6 
colored folders. Students put their schedule into the view part of the front or back and use the folder on the 
inside of the binder for “take-home” information such as permission forms or Friday Notes. 

 3 Hole Zipper Pouch to hold Pens and Pencils 
 6  3-Hole Plastic Pocket Folders with the following colors:  Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Purple and Black. 

Please make sure that they have 3 holes to place into the binder. Students will have all folders for all classes 
at all times. 

 Color-coded notebooks for each class.  PLEASE SEE THE SUPPLY list for each grade for the specific 
size of notebook. The notebooks do not need to be put into the binder but will need to be color-coded to 
match the subject and folder. 

 

COLOR CODES FOR SUBJECTS 

RED-MATH 

YELLOW-LANGUAGE ARTS (Reading and English) 

GREEN-SCIENCE 

BLUE-SOCIAL STUDIES/CIVICS/GEOGRAPHY 

PURPLE- GUIDANCE 

BLACK-ENCORE CLASSES 




