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One of the driving principles of the Oconto 
Falls School District is to create and sustain 
school and community partnerships that 
focus on common goals, thus increasing 
learning opportunities and resources for 
students. The manifestation of this concept 
was evident at the high school on March 1 
when employment and internship 
opportunities were on display at the 
SkillsUSA Future Fair.

Attended by representatives from more than 
50 companies in Northeast Wisconsin, the 
event provided a venue for students and 
community members to learn about careers 
in a variety of industries, including 
manufacturing and the skilled trades, two 
industries currently experiencing a shortage 
of workers.

Employers like Holtger Bros. Inc., a De Pere 
utility contractor, attended the Future Fair 
seeking workers. “We hope to get some 
entry-level candidates and hopefully keep 
them long term to start a career,” said Jamie 
Wiszus, Human Resources Recruiter at HBI.

“The job fair is letting students know that 
they are wanted in the workforce,” said 
Lisa Walters, administrative assistant at 
The Cottages, an assisted living facility 
in Oconto Falls.

Not only did the fair provide the forum for 
potential employers to recruit qualified 

candidates, but it also offered students 
opportunities to address their future life 
skill needs. 

“I want to learn about different jobs so that 
I can take certain classes and be ready for 
the workforce,” said Washington Middle 
School student Elsie Desterheft.

John Bursa, Oconto Falls High School 
Technical Education Teacher, summed up 
the event saying, “The Future Fair was 
extremely successful through the manner in 
which multiple companies as well as the 
community came together to help fill an 
existing skills gap. Looking forward to next 
year, we anticipate the event will continue 
to grow and draw additional participants 
from throughout Northeast Wisconsin.”
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Provide diverse and flexible 
learning opportunities with 
a focus on real life practi-
cal applications that 
enable students to individu-
alize their learning plan.

Create and sustain 
school/community partner-
ships that focus on 
common goals and 
increase learning opportu-
nities/resources for 
students.

Provide students with 21st 
Century learning opportu-
nities and applications that 
address their future life skill 
needs.

Recruit, develop, and retain 
high quality, innovative, 
and creative staff that will 
lead and support positive 
change and growth.

Update technology infrastruc-
ture and expand classroom 
technology integration 
processes to better support 
teachers in their goal of 
maximizing learning for all 
students.

Destination
Education
A Roadmap to Excellence

Key Outcomes

Elsie Desterheft, a student at Washington Middle School, shakes 
hands with an employer at the SkillsUSA Future Fair on March 
1 at Oconto Falls High School. The Future Fair aimed to connect 
skilled workers with companies in need of employees.

Employers at the SkillsUSA Future Fair discuss job 
opportunities with job seekers. The fair was open to Oconto 
Falls students, students from surrounding school districts, and 
members of the community.
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Oconto Falls
Elementary School

Abrams
Elementary School

Our school would like to thank our parent organization, 
C.P.T.O, for its generous gift to our music department. Our 
music teacher, Mr. Jesse Baumgart, asked the parent group to 
purchase Orff instruments to enhance our music program. The 
C.P.T. O. purchased 21 xylophones that students use almost 
daily as they work through curriculum learning targets. We 
are excited to hear the students perform with their new 
instruments at our May Curriculum Concert.

For well over a dozen years, the 
Cardboard Classic has been a highlight 
of the 5th grade school year.  In 
preparation for this cardboard/duct 
tape sledding race, 5th graders study 
force and motion concepts and learn 
about engineering design. Using 
their creativity, problem-solving and 

teamwork skills, they design, test, and 
redesign prototypes of their sleds and compete in 

sled races.

B.O.B., aka Battle of the Books, brought out the bravest 
young readers in grades 4 and 5 in the quest to read 20 
books on an assigned list and answer questions about 
these stories. Now in our third year of participation, 50 
students participated, an all-time high. In the end, the 
team that won the right to represent our school at the state 
competition was a team of all boys, breaking the 
stereotype that girls are better at reading.

The Science of SleddingThe Science of Sledding New Way to
Make Music

The Battle of the Books winning team included 5th graders Conner Wilquet, Jack Adler, 
Luke Gilbertson, Anthony Rosselli, and Gabriel Cameron.  Missing is Sullivan O’Harrow.

Mrs. Danielle Peterson’s first-grade students play xylophones purchased by the 
Abrams Elementary School parent organization.

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Readers Triumph

Healthy Hearts
Every other year we partner with the 
American Heart Association Jump 
Rope for Heart program to help kids 
learn about healthy living, exercise, 
and eating right. Many parents 
volunteered for the event, working 
with Mrs. Jackie Rochon to keep the 
kids jumping. This year we even had parents jumping rope! 
A healthy snack was provided by the parents of the 4th and 
5th grade students. Check out our video on the school’s 
Facebook page.



PROUD TO BE A PANTHER
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Washington
Middle School

Oconto Falls
High School

Mr. Paul Luebke and the OFHS 
Adaptive Physical Education 
class recently enjoyed an outing 
to Lena Lanes to practice their bowling skills. A big Shout Out 
to Mark Aleca at Lena Lanes for opening his business for 
these students, who had an awesome time. 

OFHS art students had plenty to 
celebrate during Youth Art 
Month in March. Not only was 
their artwork on display at the 
Oconto Falls Library, several 
pieces were selected for display at the Northeast Regional 

Show at Appleton’s Bergstrom 
Mahler Museum. Additionally, 
artwork by Emily Gonnering, 
Morgan Van Haren, and Ruthie 
Zahm was selected for exhibit at 
the Capitol Rotunda in Madison.

Emily, Ruthie, and Adeline 
Pumplun entered new work into 

the Congressional Art Competition, now on display at the 
Neville Public Museum.  One 
piece from each Congressional 
District will be selected for 
display in the Cannon Tunnel at 
the U.S. Capitol. Will it be a 
piece created by an OFHS 
artist? We are keeping our 
fingers crossed!

Volunteers from area 
businesses visited 
Washington Middle School 
to tell about the work they 
do. At the annual Career 
Day, students learned about careers, saw workers in action, 
and asked questions. 

“I learned the importance of working in teams.  All the jobs I 
have seen today relied on the work of others to get work 
done,” said one WMS student. 

“I was excited to learn that I should start thinking about what I 
want to do now,” said another student. 

Career Day helps equip students with the tools necessary to 
make more informed choices about postsecondary education 
and training as it leads to careers.

Good Times
are Rolling

Artistry
on Exhibit

Morgan Van Haren

Ruthie Zahm

Emily Gonnering

Workers share
Wisdom at
Career Day

Students at the WMS Career Day get 
hands-on opportunities while working with 
Fox Cities Builders.

Alexander Hamilton Symposium
Alexander Hamilton is 
featured on the $10 
bill, but what else do 
we know about him? 
Washington Middle 
School 7th grade 
students know plenty!

After conducting research 
in their classes, they 
shared their knowledge 
of Alexander Hamilton at 
an evening symposium, 
presenting posters and 
pictures, food and drinks, 
sculptures, and skits.

Braden Vandermoss, Zachary Moody, Alexander Notz 
display information about the Battle of Yorktown.

Caleb Clark shows what he has learned
about King’s College.



Upcoming Events
April 21 Junior Prom
April 29 Dorf Kapelle Dinner
 and Show
May 6 OFHS Spring
 Band Concert
May 7 Board of Education
May 8 WMS Band Concert
May 10 Abrams Concert
May 14 WMS Spring
 Choral Concert
May 20 OFHS Spring
 Choral Concert
May 27 High School Graduation
June 6 Last Day of School

Attention Non-Residents of the Oconto Falls School District
This newsletter is provided to all residents of the Oconto Falls School District. The most affordable process used to circulate this newsletter 
throughout the district is to use saturation mailing. It is costly to avoid non-residents from receiving our newsletter. We apologize for your 
inconvenience but wish to provide important information to all residents. Thank you.
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Oconto Falls High School held its 
annual STEM Symposium on 
March 5, showcasing nearly 300 
student projects. This cross-curric-
ular collaboration enabled 
students to merge science, 
technology and engineering 
through the development and 
testing of their own individual 
hypothesis. The diverse subject 
matter of the projects ranged 
from physics and botany to an 
analysis and evaluation of 
goldfish memory. 

“What helps drive the success of the symposium is the creative autonomy afforded 
to our students,” said Dave Braiser, Oconto Falls High School science teacher. 
“Not only do they choose their own topics, but in the process of conducting the 
experiments, they enhance their project management, critical thinking, and 
presentation skills.”

Community members also played 
an active role in the symposium 
through their participation and 
inquiry regarding student projects. 

Junior Catherine Moeller 
explored the relationship 
between running and heart rate. 

“I really enjoyed describing my 
experiment to the community 
and getting the word out that 
being active helps your heart,” 
Moeller said.

Superintendent Dean Hess 
summed up the event’s success by 

saying, “I am continually amazed at the dedication, ingenuity, and creative 
wherewithal our students displayed during the symposium. These projects are just 
one example of the multitude of ways the district provides our students with flexible 
learning opportunities to individualize their learning.”

Annual STEM Symposium
a Resounding Success

Kenton Peterson and Josiah Schoen built a
hydraulic controlled mechanical arm.

Alex LeMere and Brooke Nasgovitz designed their experiment 
to see if different worm types made soil more fertile.

National schoolplace tragedies involving an 
aggressive intruder emphasize the importance 
of instituting a proactive strategy to counter 
potential threats to our district. Through 
partnership and collaboration with local law 
enforcement agencies, the Oconto Falls School 
District is on track to implement ALICE Training 
by the 2018-19 academic year.

“While no one wants to imagine a worst case 
scenario, the ALICE Training framework is a 
proven system that will enable our district to be 
as prepared as possible should a situation 
occur,” said Superintendent Dean Hess.

Proactive
Response
to an aggressive intruder

A.L. I. C.E.
A.L.I.C.E. is an acronym for

Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Counter, Evacuate.


