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To residents of
the Oconto Falls 
School District:

On behalf of the school 
district, I extend our 
gratitude to the Oconto 
Falls community for 

your support in the passing of the 
operational referendum. Together, we 
created a shared vision and built upon a 
solid foundation for our future. Since the 
time the referendum was approved, the 
district has continued with prioritizing our 
needs and making progress on several 
fronts: 

Transportation
Two school buses have been ordered to 
replace aging vehicles. We’ve also 
purchased a nine-passenger van to 
efficiently transport small groups of 
students.

Technology
Elementary teachers have been issued 
Chromebooks to aid them in the 
planning and implementation of 
technology integration into elementary 
classroom instruction and learning.     

Curriculum 
Teachers are collaborating to align 
curriculum with standards, review student 
assessment data and create/refine 
lessons that address various learning 
styles.      

Facilities/Operations
Buildings and grounds staff are actively 
involved in conducting summer cleaning 
and building/parking lot maintenance. 

As we move into the 2017-18 school 
year, I am excited about what our shared 
future holds for all of our students! Once 
again, thank you for supporting our 
school district and for taking an active 
role in our school community.

Dean Hess
Superintendent
dean.hess@of-ps.org
(920) 848-4471

A Foundation for the Future
Here’s the progress made with referendum funds

ANTHER
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Provide diverse and flexible 
learning opportunities with 
a focus on real life practi-
cal applications that 
enable students to individu-
alize their learning plan.

Create and sustain 
school/community partner-
ships that focus on 
common goals and 
increase learning opportu-
nities/resources for 
students.

Update technology infrastruc-
ture and expand classroom 
technology integration 
processes to better support 
teachers in their goal of 
maximizing learning for all 
students.

Recruit, develop, and retain 
high quality, innovative, 
and creative staff that will 
lead and support positive 
change and growth.

Provide students with 21st 
Century learning opportu-
nities and applications that 
address their future life skill 
needs.

Destination
Education
A Roadmap to Excellence

Key Outcomes

This van and two buses were purchased with funds available 
after voters supported a school referendum in April.

Students use Chromebooks to work with Odysseyware, an 
online educational program tailored to individual student 

credit requirements. Referendum funds were used to 
purchase Chromebooks for elementary school classrooms.



SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
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Oconto Falls
Elementary School

Abrams
Elementary School

JJ Pytleski
Croix Gardebrecht

Second graders in Jennifer Johnson's, Carrie Panske's, and 
Susan Greiling's classes ended the school year with a unit on 
poetry as part of the Lucy Calkins Writer's Workshop model 
of engaging students in writing.  The poems were published 
in a book of poems and also placed on the “Poet Tree.”  

Students and parents 
had fun sharing poems 
at a celebration held 
May 11 for families 
and guests.  This 
“Poetry Cafe” was a 
great way to recognize 
the students’ creativity 
and hard work!

Winners of the PAWS award drawing for "Water Balloon 
Fight with Mr. B" enjoyed a fun, 20-minute, old-fashioned 
water war outside. The rest of the student body and staff 
cheered on the students. It was hard to determine a winner, 
because with Mr. Jesse Baumgart, everyone wins.

Abrams Elementary 
celebrated students caught 
being good once a month 
with PAWS Live. The entire 
student body gathered in the 
gym for live announcements. 
Principal Joanne Michalski 
announced which students 
had been selected for 
excelling at making good choices and being kind to their peers.

Way to go students!

Each year, OFES is fortunate to 
have outstanding high school 
students in the “mentoring” 
program.  Mentors tutor students, 
supervise recreational activities, 

read to students, and help prepare lesson materials. Many of 
the mentors are aspiring teachers, and they gain valuable 
experience working with children while also earning high 
school credit. Elementary students and teachers greatly 
appreciate the contributions made by these older students!

Poetry
Writing
Poetry
Writing

Marie Birr, Mattek Salscheider

Elijah Rueda-Hall, Madisyn Arndt

High School Mentors
Make a Difference!
High School Mentors
Make a Difference!

Positive Attitude

Act Safe

Work Hard

Show Respect

PAWS Winners Challenge
Mr. B in Water War



PROUD TO BE A PANTHER
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Washington
Middle School

Oconto Falls
High School

Packer players 
Mike Daniels 
and Christian 
Ringo presented 
an anti-bullying 
talk to students.

The Student Council 
officer team, including 
Kennedy Kratz, Kaitlyn 
Donart, and Stephanie 
Peitersen, planned a 
Dude Be Nice Week 
celebration.

They presented Ricky 
Dekelver, the Panthers’ 
biggest fan, with a new 
OFHS jacket.

Students 
studied in 
the new 
learning 
space in 
the IMC. 
New 
furniture made the IMC a more 
comfortable and student-friendly space for learning.

After the talk they 
graciously allowed
some students and

staff to have a photo 
taken with them.

WMS Principal Stephanie Landreman was among those who 
took advantage of this opportunity.

Students and staff were introduced to healthy coping strate-
gies on April 6 at Wellness Awareness Day. Presenter Mike 
McGowan began the day with lessons about team building 
and healthy relationships. Community presenters shared Yoga 
relaxing techniques and information about outdoor wellness, 
competitive wellness, human performance wellness, and 
mental health wellness. 

Members of Marc Kinziger's sophomore  American Govern-
ment/U.S. History class attended the Oconto County Youth 
Government Day with sophomores from the other Oconto 
County school districts.  The annual event is sponsored by the 
local American Legion Post and Auxiliary and focuses on the 
importance of local government.

Wellness Awareness Day
Youth Government DayYouth Government Day



200 N. Farm Road  •  Oconto Falls, WI 54154  •  920.848.4471  •  OFpanthers.com

PRST STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

EDDM RETAIL

           ****************ECRWSS****

Local
Postal Customer

Upcoming Events
Aug. 5 Missoula Children’s
 Theater
Aug. 11 Free Paper
 Shredding
Aug. 21 Budget Hearing &
 Annual Meeting
Sept. 5 First Day of
 School
Sept. 11 Board of Education
 Meeting
Sept. 20 2-Hour Early
 Release
Sept. 29 Homecoming
Oct. 1 Daddy D
 Productions Show
Oct. 3 Student Council
 Blood Drive

Attention Non-Residents of the Oconto Falls School District
This newsletter is provided to all residents of the Oconto Falls School District. The most affordable process used to circulate this 
newsletter throughout the district is to use saturation mailing. It is costly to avoid non-residents from receiving our newsletter. 
We apologize for your inconvenience but wish to provide important information to all residents. Thank you.

OFHS agriculture 
educator Walter Taylor 
was honored by the 
Wisconsin Council of 
Administrators of 
Special Services “in recognition of and outstanding 
contribution and example of working with students 
with disabilities” as a teacher in the mainstream 
area.

Kristen Elliott, 
special education 
educator, and the 
OFHS Special 
Education Team 
nominated him 
for the award.

Congratulations,
Mr. Taylor!

Student Justin Dumas and Walter Taylor.

Sixty community mem-
bers met in October 
2016 to help set the 
course of the Oconto 
Falls School District for 
the next 10 years.

The three-day confer-
ence, titled “Destination 
Education,” brought 
together business 
owners, community 
leaders, parents, students, teachers 
and administrators. Together they 
formed a consensus about what’s 
best for the future of the district. 
The five key outcomes are listed on 
the front of this newsletter.

As a follow-up to the event, high 
school participants Nate Trepanier, 
Eliza Bradford, Stephanie Pieters-
en, Bailey Magnin, Corrina 
Romandine, and Alex Barribeau 
met with administrators in May and 
shared this feedback: 

 “The activity was a bridge to the 
community, and students got to 
know community members.”

“It was cool being on the same 
level as the other stakeholders of 
the community.”

“We appreciated the relationships 
that were created at this event.”

“We appreciated being involved in 
the Destination Education event. 
We felt part of the team and that 
our opinion was valued!”

The students also had this to say 
about the status of the school 
district.

“Because the referendum passed, 
we can keep good teachers.”

“The new website is something to 
be proud of.”

“Social Media is now more 
consistent under one umbrella, 
“The District Page,” rather than 
random pages.”

 A community-wide follow-up to 
Destination Education will take 
place this fall, and everyone is 
invited. Contact the district office to 
participate!

Students Praise Teamwork
of Strategic Planning Event

Destination Education plots trajectory of school district

Oconto Falls High School students Nate Trepanier, Eliza Bradford, Stephanie 
Pietersen, Bailey Magnin, Corrina Romandine, and Alex Barribeau played an 

integral role in Destination Education.

Terri Olsen, pupil services director, Walter Taylor, and 
Kristen Elliott, special education educator.

Ag Educator Earns
State Honor


