
PRIDE CLASS SIGNUP 
On Tuesday, December 12, students will be 
choosing their Quint 3 classes.  Please look over 
the attached class options with your child to 
determine classes you agree would be in their 
best interest.  PRIDE runs on a 6-day rotation for 
36 days.  Although students will be scheduling 
themselves for 6 days of classes, we recommend 
making a list of the top 10 classes that are of 
interest because classes will close as they fill up; 
having a backup plan will be helpful.  Please 
remember that we have hand placed students in 
specific classes based on their individual needs 
(intervention, Math or ELA help, study hall, music 
lessons, Student Council, etc.) so all students will 
not be choosing the same number of classes to fill 
their 6-day rotation.  PRIDE stands for Positive 
Results In Daily Experiences and is a non-
graded time during the day that provides students 
educational opportunities in a fun and different 
way! 
 
PARENTS CAN CONTACT TEACHERS 
Teachers are available to talk to parents before 
school (7:45-8:00 a.m.) and after school (3:20-
3:45 p.m.) and during their management times 
Monday through Thursday: 
 

 8th Grade:  8:45-9:15 a.m. 
 7th Grade:  10:15-10:45 a.m. 
 6th Grade:  11:00-11:30 p.m. 
 Encores:  1:40-2:10 p.m. 

 
PROGRESS REPORTS 
Progress Reports for Quarter 2 will be available 
online on Monday, December 11.  We hope this 
will help you determine the success your child is 
experiencing at school.  Should their grades be 
less than satisfactory, we hope you will work with 
your child’s teacher to ensure your child ends the 
second quarter (January 19) on a successful note. 
 
                 SPELLING BEE 
                 The District Spelling Bee for students in 
grades 6-8 will be held on Monday, January 8, 
2018, during the school day in the Washington 
Street Gym.  Select Washington Middle School 
students will compete for the privilege of 
advancing to the Regional Spelling Bee.   

Stephanie S. Landreman, Principal Anthony J. Logue, Assistant Principal Washington Middle School 
December 8, 2017 

    Web address:  https://ofpanthers.com/schools/washington-middle-school 

BAND CONCERT 
WMS Bands will perform their annual holiday concert 
on Tuesday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Falls 
Area PAC.  Students must be at the high school band 
room by 6:00 p.m. but not before since the practice 
rooms and the PAC will not be open until then.  
Students are reminded to wear appropriate concert 
attire. 
 
WMS PARAPROFESSIONAL’S DAY  
WMS will celebrate Paraprofessional’s Day on 
Thursday, January 4, 2018.  We’d like to offer a 
special “Thank You” to Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Gagnon, 
Mrs. Schroeder, Mrs. Smaney, Mrs. Starry, Ms. 
Thronson, Mrs. Bunker and Mrs. Wahl.  They are an 
integral part of the “WMS Team!”  Due to their 
dedication, patience, and caring attitude, WMS is a 
better place for kids.  YOU ARE APPRECIATED! 

 
SUCCESS - AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING 
Students should attend consistently to receive the full 
benefit of the program. The sessions will be offered 
twice a week, Mondays and Thursdays, from 3:20-
5:15 p.m. The next sessions will be December 11, 
December 14, December 18, 2017 & January 4, 
2018. 
 
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL - 7TH AND 8TH GRADE 
Seventh and eighth grade girls’ basketball will begin 
practicing when school resumes after Christmas 
break.  Each girl wanting to participate will need an 
updated physical form on file, a signed athletic code, 
a signed concussion form, and a permission to treat 
form. Now is a good time to schedule a physical with 
your doctor if you need one.  Brittany Schaden (8th) 
and Todd Peterson (7th) will be this year’s coaches. 
 
NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK 
February 18-24, 2018 
NWTC is hosting an Engineering Open House on 
Thursday, February 22, 2018, 5:00-7:00 p.m. on the 
NWTC GB Campus, Room MT104.  You are invited 
to join them as they highlight careers in engineering 
and engineering related degree programs.  Explore 
numerous options related to engineering degrees 
and meet with local employers about career 
opportunities in engineering.  Don’t miss this exciting 
event!  No need to register.  Bring your family and 
friends!  This event is great for middle and high 
school students and their parents and any other 
individual looking for a new career. 

This is the last issue of Friday Notes for 2017. 



 

ART PALETTE 
Congratulations to our November Artists of the Month!  Artwork consists of 8th Grade 
Metamorphoses, 7th Grade 2 Pt. Perspective Drawings, 7th Grade Typeface Sculptures, and 6th Grade 
Fast Food Still Life Drawings.    

 8th Grade Artists - Deanna Barbin, Alexis Euclide, Clayton Whiting 
 7th Grade 2D Artists - Cambree Sutrick, Riley Stapleton, Alexander Notz, Matthew Kesler 
 7th Grade 3D Artists - Madeline DeVillers, Marshall Gomez, Luke Trepanier 
 6th Grade Artists - Allison Yuma, Brandon Kernan, Savana Vandenheuvel, Wyatt Knoerzer 
 

 Fresco Geckos will meet Thursday, December 14, after school in the art room.  We will be creating 
wooden ornaments for a Christmas gift.  We will have Christmas music and candy canes while we 
create!  

 Thank you to the following Fresco Geckos for volunteering your time for Secret Santa on November 
30 at St. Anthony's School: Khloe Archiquette, Ashlynn Vanderheyden, Abigail Roskom, Mya 
Magnin, Maya Johnson, and Josephine Mills. 

 

FFA News 
 The next after school FFA meeting is scheduled to be held in the WMS Agriculture room on December 12 

from 3:30 to 5:15 pm. We will be having the chapter's holiday party with cookie decorating and more! If 
your student wishes to participate in the White Elephant Gift exchange, they can bring a wrapped item to 
the meeting. 

 FFA Fruit delivery will be happening on Friday, December 15. If there is a weather issue preventing 
delivery on that day, delivery will be set for another day (an alternate date TBA). If you had a child sell 
fruit in the FFA Fruit Sale, please arrange to have the orders picked up from the high school on that 
Friday. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Markhardt. 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER  
Mrs. Schneider, Washington Middle School Counselor 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOCUSES ON RESPONSIBILITY 
The Character Trait we are focusing on in December is Responsibility.  Parents are a child’s most influential 
teacher.  One of the best places to learn about responsibility, or any good character trait, is right at home. 
Take some time to discuss with your child how you and your child show responsibility. Here are some 
questions to ask: 
 
Responsibility for Learning: 

 Do I set regularly, attainable, measurable goals? 

 Do I make a priority list and do the important things first? 

 Do I keep track of assignments or appointments? (If you keep a schedule for at least 21 days, it 
will likely become a habit.) 

 Do I have good study habits? 
Responsibility for Actions: 

 Do I think about how my actions will affect myself and others? 

 Do I practice self-control? 

 Do I accept consequences for my actions? 
Responsibility for Words and Information Used: 

 Do I choose words wisely, so as not to use put-downs? 

 When I’m angry, do I calm down before communicating? 

 Am I responsible about information that I have about others? Do I use it to be gossipy? 
 
STRESS AND COPING STRATEGIES 
Experts estimate that 75% of all medical disorders are directly influenced by stress.  Depression and 
anxiety can also be a negative result of frequent exposure to stress.  Mrs. Schneider will be introducing 
healthy options to cope with stress, anxiety and depression during classroom guidance lessons.  A few of 
these options will include progressive muscle relaxation, guided imagery, and mindfulness. 

 

Think about other 
ways you show 

responsibility and 
share them with your 

child. 



Friday Notes 
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STUDENT COUNCIL HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 
December 11-15 is “Stamp out Hunger” week. Student Council is sponsoring a food drive to benefit 
Kingdom Come Food Pantry. Each week Kingdom Come Food Pantry serves an average of 180 
families who live in Oconto County and the surrounding area. Students who wish to contribute items for 
the food drive are encouraged to bring in the following items:  crackers, canned fruit, canned vegetables, 
baking mixes, pasta, rice, granola bars, jam/jelly, pasta sauce, cereal, canned meat, tuna, baby food, 
soap, shampoo, feminine products, diapers, baby wipes, soap, toothpaste. Any non-perishable food 
items are appreciated. Please see the attached Donate a Healthy Plate flyer (page 5) for further ideas. 
 
 

 
WRESTLING TIME 
Wrestling is an amazing sport that provides youth an opportunity to learn things that will help them 
throughout their lifetime. It helps to develop strong minds and a strong work ethic. Wrestling teaches you how 
to set and achieve goals. It is a great sport that I am very grateful to have competed in. I am blessed and find 
it a great privilege and an honor to coach and pass along lessons that I have learned along the way. If you 
are a wrestler that is still competing, I encourage you to continue to work hard and achieve your goals. If you 
don’t wrestle, I encourage you to give it a try. Presently, on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday’s through 
December 22,  there will be wrestling open gyms for all prospective participants. This goes from 3:20-5:15 
p.m.  We meet in the Central Street Gym. All students are welcome.  The middle school wrestling season 
begins on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  In order to participate on the WMS Wrestling Team, students must 
have a physical card and signed athletic code on file in the school office. January practices will be Monday 
through Friday.  Any questions, please call Coach Bramer 920-676-9123. 
  
A MESSAGE FROM FOOD SERVICE 
We would like to stress the importance of keeping your food service accounts up-to-date.   Any student who owes 
$5.00 or more or that owes money less than that amount for more than 30 days, will not be considered in “good 
standing for field trips, etc.”  If at any time you are unsure of your account balance, you may call Amanda 
Sonnenburg at 848-4466, ext. 3, or go online to https://ofpanthers.com and log into Family/Student Access.  Thank 
you for your understanding and cooperation.   …..Amanda Sonnenburg, Food Service Secretary 
 

BELL RINGERS NEEDED 
Witt’s Piggly Wiggly is in need of volunteers to be bell ringers for the Salvation Army “red 
kettle” collections in Oconto Falls.  Please call “The Pig” (920-846-2805) if you are interested 
in volunteering. 

 
CHOIR CONCERT INFORMATION 
The concert will take place on Tuesday, December 12, at 6:30 p.m. at the OFHS Falls Area Performing Arts 
Center.  Students will be required to arrive to their warm-up area (band, choir, and music lab rooms) no later 
than 6:00 p.m. for attendance and warm-ups before the concert.   
 

The concert is a graded performance.  If any student misses the concert, they will be required to do concert 
make-up in order to receive a grade, which will happen over the course of several recess times after the 
concert. 
 
CHOIR CONCERT DRESS CODE   
Boys should have solid-colored, dark shoes, black or khaki pants, and a top that doesn't have writing on 
it.  Any color is fine for a shirt, but I like to promote Christmas-season colors (reds, greens, silvers, etc) if the 
kids have them at home.  Boys can also wear an accessory, such as a tie, if they wish.   
 

Girls should have solid-colored, preferably flat, closed-toe shoes.  They may wear black or khaki pants, or 
they may wear a skirt or a dress in any color.  Any color is fine for a shirt, but I like to promote Christmas-
season colors (reds, greens, silvers, etc) if the kids have them at home.  Girls may also wear an accessory, 
like a scarf, if they wish.      …..Mrs. McCully, Choir Director 
 
 
CHRISTMAS HUMOR 
Question #1:  What do you say to Santa when he is taking attendance?  
Question #2:  What do you get if Santa goes down the chimney when a fire is lit? 

Answer #1:  Present 
Answer #2:  Crisp Kringle 
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Monday 11 Student Council Food Drive Begins 
St. Anthony Basketball - Washington St. Gym - Mrs. Kurek 
6th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Central St. Gym - Mr. Raddatz 
Clock Class - Cafeteria - Mr. & Mrs. Ludemann 

 
6:00-8:00 
6:00-7:30 
6:00-10:00 

Tuesday 12 PRIDE Class Signup 
FFA Meeting - Rm 830 - Mrs. Markhardt 
WMS Choral Concert - PAC - Mrs. McCully (Choir students report 6:00) 
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata 

 
3:20-5:30 
6:30 
5:30-8:30 

Wednesday 13 St. Anthony Basketball - Washington St. Gym - Mrs. Kurek 6:00-8:00 

Thursday 14 Fresko Gecko Art Club Meeting - Art Rm - Mrs. Knoerzer 
6th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Raddatz 
 

3:15-5:30 
6:00-7:30 

Friday 15 Student Council Food Drive ends 
7th Grade Vision Screening - Rm 641 - Mrs. Donart 
FFA Fruit Sale Pickup at the High School 

 
8:00-3:00 

Monday 18 Adult Basketball - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Wheeler 
6th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Central St. Gym - Mr. Raddatz 

6:00-10:00 
6:00-7:30 

Tuesday 19 WMS Band Concert - PAC - Mr. Seelig (Band students report 6:00) 
International Club - Rm 808 - Mrs. Loew & Mrs. Schroeder 
Tae Kwon Do - Central St. Gym - Sherry Czarapata 
Environmental Club - Rm 639 - Mrs. Koller 

6:30 
3:20-5:30 
5:30-8:30 
3:20-5:00 

Thursday 21 6th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Raddatz 
7th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Central St. Gym - Mr. Cromell 

6:00-7:30 
6:00-7:30 

      

Wednesday 3 School Resumes  

Thursday 4 Paraprofessional Appreciation Day 
6th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Raddatz 
7th Gr. Hoops Club Practice - Central St. Gym - Mr. Cromell 

 
6:00-7:30 
6:00-7:30 

Friday 5 Friday Notes go home.  

Saturday 6 K-3 Youth Girls Basketball - Washington St. Gym - Mr. Kaczmarek 
4-H Event - 8th Grade Hallway - Arvilla Rusnak 

8:00-10:30 
7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

    

Mark Your Calendar December 

The Oconto Falls School District shall not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, creed, political affiliation, physical, mental, emotional, or learning disabilities, handicap, 
gender, gender orientation, age, national origin, citizenship, marital, parental and pregnancy status, ancestry, color, or any other reason prohibited by state or federal law. 

 

January 

From all of us at WMS, we wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday season! 

    CHRISTMAS VACATION - DECEMBER 25, 2017 - JANUARY 2, 2018 



Washington Middle School 
Kingdom Come Food Pantry 
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Nurses Notes Regarding the Flu 
 
The flu and the common cold are both respiratory illnesses but they are caused by different 
viruses.  Because these two types of illnesses have similar symptoms, it can be difficult to tell 
the difference between them based on symptoms alone.  In general, the flu is worse than the 
common cold, and symptoms are more intense.  Colds are usually milder than the flu.  Colds 
generally do not result in serious health problems, such as pneumonia, bacterial infections or 
hospitalizations.    
 
How can you protect yourself and your child from the flu?  To protect against the flu, the 
first and most important thing you can do is get a flu vaccine every year.  Contact your health 
care provider or Oconto County Health Department at 920-834-7000 to schedule and receive 
the flu vaccine.   
 
What are the symptoms of the flu?  Fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body 
aches, headache, chills, fatigue and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea.   
 
How is the flu spread?  The flu viruses are spread mainly by droplets made when people 
with the flu cough, sneeze or talk.  These droplets can land in the mouths and noses of people 
who are nearby.  Less often, a person might get the flu by touching something that has the flu 
virus on it and then touching their own mouth, eyes or nose. 
 
What if your child is sick?  Contact your child’s doctor if your child has any of the following: 
fast breathing, trouble breathing, bluish or gray skin color, not drinking enough fluids (not 
going to the bathroom or not making as much urine as they normally do), severe or persistent 
vomiting, not waking up or not interacting, being so irritable that the child does not want to be 
held, flu-like symptoms improve but then return with fever and worse cough, or your child has 
other conditions (like heart or lung disease, diabetes, or asthma) and develops flu symptoms, 
including a fever and /or cough.  Contact the doctor early if you are worried about your child’s 
illness. Make sure your child gets plenty of rest and drinks enough fluids.   
 
When can my child go back to school after having the flu?  Keep your child home from 
school for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone.  The fever should be gone without the use 
of a fever reducing medicine.  A fever is defined as 100  degrees or  higher. 
 

For more information regarding the flu visit www.cdc.gov/flu or www.flu.gov or call 800-CDC-
INFO 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.flu.gov

