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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain… and most
fools do.    - Dale Carnegie

 
My challenge for you this month is to maintain the positive
focus in your house that you started during last month’s
challenge and consciously remove any negative that sneaks
in. What will that look like for your family? Will you expect
two positive statements for every negative one? Will you
require one compliment about whatever was just criticized?
Will your family create a complaint jar where grievances can
be aired? What about a compliment jar?

Complaining, condemning, and criticizing is truly just blaming
others. Teach kids to determine whether or not they can take
responsibility to make things better in the situation, accept
how it is, or do the opposite of complaining - show gratitude!

Here’s to hoping your household continues to feel positive as
we move into spring - and that you are able to catch your
kids in one really good April Fool’s Day joke before bedtime
tonight!

 
Think Spring!
Stephanie



8TH GRADE ELA PROJECT ART PROJECTS AT WMS
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 6th grade students, Rylea Lealiou and Reese Paneitz, completed
a galaxy painting in the art room.

The bus garage painters are busy planning the canvases to be
painted for the bus garage this spring. 

Grade 8 created and played games based on books they read in
ELA. This project took the place of taking a test on Reading Counts

WMS HONOR BAND
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8TH GRADE VISITS NWTC & UWGB

INTERNATIONAL CLUB 
International Club had fun listening to some merengue music
while they decorated some masks for Carnaval! We compared
and contrasted the Dominican Republic and Haiti. These are
two countries in the Caribbean, which are located side by side.
We all enjoyed a creole stew and some fried plantains. We will
meet again on April 19 from 3:20-5:20.

CHOIR CONCERT 
The WMS Choir concert is on May 17th @ 6:30 pm.
Choir parents and guardians, be on the lookout for call times
and concert dress reminders through Schoology and Skyward!

ACES DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT

SPELLING BEE
A huge shout out to Natalie Reith for representing Washington
Middle School at the Badger State Spelling Bee!!! She did
awesome! She made it to the sixth round and finished in the
top half of participants. Way to go Natalie!!!

FORWARD EXAM
8th Grade students will finish testing in science and social
studies on Tuesday, April 5 and Thursday, April 7. All students
will test during the mornings of April 11, 12, 13. If you know that
your child will be absent on any of the testing dates, please
contact the WMS office as soon as possible. Thanks!
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YEARBOOK ORDERS
 

Hello Washington Middle School Parents!

We will once again be offering the yearbooks through our online ordering system this year. The
process is still pretty simple and the same as last year. But I will be happy to walk you through
it. All yearbook orders will be processed online through the MK Photography website.

To order your child’s yearbook simply click on this link:

http://www.mkalliesphoto.com/events

1. Select the correct yearbook image for the school your child attends.
2. Select the small image that comes up for Washington Middle School.
3. Click on the “Buy” tab and then select the “elementary” word that comes up.
4. On the next screen at the bottom will be the words “Middle School Yearbook” with a
price of $20.00 underneath it. Click on Middle School Yearbook
5. Choose your quantity and click on “Add to Cart” then “Go to Cart”
6. Click on “Secure Payment” and then fill in your billing information and click “Continue”
7. THIS STEP IS VERY IMPORTANT! When you get to the payment tab there is a
STUDENT INFORMATION field that needs to be filled out (so I know who has ordered
a yearbook) You can enter in their PASS Class Teacher.
8. Fill in payment information and submit.

*If you have children in separate schools, please fill out an order form for each child separately.
If you are unable to order online please contact MK Photography to make other arrangements.

 
The Deadline to order a yearbook is APRIL 20TH !!.

 
All yearbooks should be delivered for the last week of the semester as usual. If any changes take
place we will notify you either via email or you can follow the MK Photography Facebook Page
for updates.

Thank you for continuing to support our small local business as your school photographer. If
there are any questions, please contact MK Photography directly.

Mike Kallies – MK Photography     920-846-8409              mike@mkalliesphoto.com
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The Safety Squad

Sexual Assault Awareness Month
 

Welcome to the April edition! Thanks for coming back.  April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month so I’d like to spend some time talking about
sexual assaults in Oconto County.  

As uncomfortable as the subject can be to discuss, it's something we NEED to talk about with our children and youth.  The reality is that 1 in 4
girls and 1 in 6 boys will be victims of sexual assault by their 18th birthday.  I have worked child sex crimes and sexual assault cases with victims
of all ages for the past 18 years in Oconto County.  In my experience, those national statistics are consistent with what we see in our local
communities.  Unfortunately, the vast majority of sexual assaults go unreported - something we need to change if we aim to deter future
assaults and protect the public from violent offenders.  

My prayer is that NONE of our students ever get sexually assaulted.  My goal as an investigator and School Resource Officer, however, is to teach
our youth to recognize potentially abusive behavior, provide them with the knowledge and courage to respond to threatening situations, and
encourage/support them in reporting abuse to a trusted adult. If someone reports to you, always listen without asking a lot of questions. 
 Questioning victims of abuse is a delicate task.  Victims often tell me when I’m taking delayed reports that they tried disclosing to a trusted adult
once before and they didn’t follow through with their disclosure because they felt like the questions they faced were judgments. It’s natural as
adults to want to know everything about a situation as soon as possible, but it can be detrimental to the investigative/prosecutorial  process. 

Oconto County uses a Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) approach to investigating reports of sexual or physical abuse with child victims.  The team is
composed of Law Enforcement, Child Protective Services, and Prosecuting Attorneys.  The primary goal of the group approach is to limit the
number of times the victim has to tell their story.  Having to repeat the facts about a traumatic experience over and over again tends to
retraumatize people.  As adults receiving an initial disclosure, we have to fight the urge to ask a million questions and only learn enough minimal
facts to be sure you should alert the authorities.  ‘Minimal facts interviewing’ is the standard initial responding officers go by before they pass
the case to investigators.  Minimal facts = who, what, when, where or any combination of those. You don’t need all of the details to report a crime
to the authorities.  In most cases, your child doesn’t really want you to know all the details because it’s embarrassing and they don’t want you to
hurt along with them. You can listen to everything the child voluntarily discusses and you can reassure them that you believe them and you are
sorry that happened to them.  I implore you to leave the rest up to the MDT that handles the investigation.  Doing so protects the integrity of the
disclosure and the dignity of your child.

Protecting your child from sexual and physical abuse is more possible with open communication and education about what to do in
uncomfortable or unsafe situations.  Don’t know where to start? Oconto County has a Sexual Assault Center Coordinator dedicated solely to
Oconto County who collaborates with Family Services of Northeastern Wisconsin in providing services to Door, Brown, Oconto and Marinette
counties.  There is always someone available to assist you or your child 24/7 through the Sexual Assault Center Hotline at 920-846-2111.  You can
always reach out with questions or concerns to our local Coordinator, Christi Groll, directly via email at cgroll@familyservicesnew.org.  You can
also reach out to me if you have any questions that may involve one of our students.  
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The Safety Squad

Informative videos for youth with additional information for parents/caregivers

Information for parents to learn about many issues children face today and how to help their children feel comfortable talking about
those with trusted adults.

Recommended site for parents to learn about the technology/apps, and how to adjust privacy and protective settings.  Additional
information on parental monitoring technology.

Helpful resources to empower families against pornography and sexual exploitation

Resources to help families and communities raise awareness and protect children from the threat of sexual abuse.

guidance for parents to navigate the relationship between technology and normal sexual development

Parent Resources
Here are a few additional developmentally appropriate resources to help you have on-going conversations with your kids about body

safety, consent, healthy relationships, etc:

AMAZE - https://amaze.org/

KIDS HEALTH - https://kidshealth.org/ 

COMMON SENSE MEDIA -  https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

INTERNET MATTERS - https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/

THE MAMA BEAR EFFECT - https://themamabeareffect.org/ 

END SEXUAL EXPLOITATION - https://endsexualexploitation.org/safeguard-alliance/#talking_points
teaching children about the dangers of pornography and sexual exploitation

THORN FOR PARENTS - https://parents.thorn.org/

May spring bring us all a sense of renewal so we can end the school year strong! Thank you for being the very first line of defense against
sexual and physical abuse for your kids. 

Jamie Kuhn
School Resource Officer



PAGE 08  STUDENT PAGE                                                               WASHINGTON POST                

6th Grade Celebrates The Olympics
The 6th grade celebrated the Olympics with their own Olympic Games!  There were activities like speed skating around the gym and

curling.  There were also games that showcased the students' focus, teamwork, and perseverance.  
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6th Grade March Madness

March is Madness Month in the hallways for the sixth graders at WMS! In collaboration with Social Studies, our PASS groups picked one
of the teams from the March Madness bracket.  The groups researched and decorated their door to share what they learned about the

university.  

St. Peters 
Did you know that the train will take you from St.

Peters, New Jersey to New York City in just 12
minutes?

Kansas
Notable alumni include basketball great Wilt

Chamberlain, basketball player Paul Pierce and
Joel Embiid, and actor in Ant-Man, Paul Rudd 

Gonzaga
Located in Spokane, Washington

Villanova
Villanova supports 24 varsity sports and more

than 500 student-athletes.

The Field  Here are all the rest of the Sweet 16 teams, minus
Villanova, needing some representations:Arkansas is from
Fayetteville, AR -North Carolina, from Chapel Hill, NC  - Los
Angeles, California   Houston,  Texas - Providence, Rhode

Island,  - Miami,  Florida  - Purdue-West Lafayette, Indiana
Note:  We ran out of doors in the sixth-grade hallway

Iowa State
The most popular majors at the university are

Engineering, Business Management, and Marketing

Michigan 
Known as the Wolverine State, there are currently
are NO wolverines and no evidence that they were

ever commercially trapped in Michigan.

Texas Tech
The College opened in 1925 with six buildings and an

enrollment of 914.  
Today, Texas Tech experienced a record enrollment of
6,677 first-year students and 6,917 graduate students.

Duke University
Duke University's mascot is the Blue Devil.  The

mascot was picked to recognize an elite group of
soldiers who fought during World War 1.

Arizona
Arizona Wildcats are located in Tuscan, AZ



Students had the opportunity to sign up to participate in Recess Fun during select days. April’s activity will be making Easter
cards for our local Nursing Home Residents. Students will need to listen to announcements for further information.  

The Coping Strategy that the students reviewed and practiced is the Journaling technique of writing 3 positive messages about
your day or what you're looking forward to. This technique helps to build the habit of thinking more positive thoughts.  
We started the Career Program “Xello” Students are to complete the 4 assessments: Matchmaker, Personality Style, Mission
Complete and Learning Style. Students will also independently completing the “About Me” section. Students should be ready
to discuss their results of each assessment. Ask your child to show you their results! We will be working on the first lesson
together in each grade. 
The students learned about strategies for  “Sharpening The Saw”, which is the 7th Habit and focuses on Wellness Strategies. 

OFSD Virtual Calming Room:

OFSD Virtual Calming Room Resources and APPS:

Family Activities and Ideas: 
https://homeschoolsuperfreak.com/activities-for-april/

 
Summer Camp Opportunities: 
https://www.bgbrigade.com/summer-camp-2022
https://www.campunahliya.org/
https://www.uwgb.edu/camp-lloyd/ For Grieving Children
https://www.camphopeforkids.org/ For Grieving Children

Recess Fun:

Love and Logic Blog: Children and Lying
https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/children-and-lying-when-you-know-what-they-did
https://www.loveandlogic.com/blogs/our-blog/children-and-lying-when-parents-don-t-know-what-their-child-s-behavior-was

Life Skills Classes: 

Wellness Coping Strategies:

             https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/home

         https://sites.google.com/of-ps.org/virtual-calming-room/resources-and-apps
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April
Mrs. Jane Schneider -  School Counselor
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